
Remember to fill out the completion card at 
the end of your project. 
All plans, detail sheets & a copy of the  
permit are required to be on the job site at 
all times. (Truss specs, TJI,  LVL &  
pre-manufactured fireplace details) 

These example plans are only a guide to the 
plans you will need in order to obtain  
residential building permits. The sizes and 
materials here may or may not be ade-
quate for your specific application.  
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Site Plan 

Note: 
Sidewalks, utility poles, alleys, fences, internet maps, and other features are not reliable means of determining 
the location of property boundaries.  Please reference your property deed, plat map, or prior survey of the 
property.  

Basic Elements of a Site Plan
1.North Arrow 
2.Scale that plan is drawn to 
3.Address of the property 
4.Lot/Parcel Number 
5.Property boundaries with dimensions 
6.Locations of any easements, right of ways, & setbacks 
7.Centerline of adjoining streets 
8.Outline of all improvements and structures (existing & 

proposed) with dimensions and the distances to nearest 
boundaries.  Examples include: septic systems, fences, pools, 
wells, decks, driveways, sidewalks, sheds, parking areas, water 
features, and utility locations.
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1/2”= 1’ 

Example
Wall Section 

(Not For Construction)

2”x 10” 

R-## Batt insulation 

Footer

2”x 8” 

2”x 12” 

2”x 4” 

8”

12”x 8” 

Floor Joist 
16” on center 

Drywall

Rafter
24” on center 5/8” Decking 

30”

Minimum depth 

Wall Studs 
16” on center 

Siding

1” Airspace 

Brick 

Concrete blocks 

Double top plate 
Drywall

Ceiling joists 
24” on center 

Bottom plate 

18”Crawl space 
Minimum height 

Treated sill plate 

Soffit 

Nailer

Grade 

Subflooring 

Asphalt Shingles 

1/2”

1/2”

3/4”

1/2” Sheathing 

R-## Batt insulation 

R-## Insulation 
3/16” Weepholes 

Crawlspace vents 
4”slab

30” Min depth 

 12” 

Monolithic Slab 

8” Min height 

Grade 

Footer

30”

12”

24”
Minimum depth 

Grade 

4” slab 

Concrete Slab 

Insulation 8”

Slab on Grade 

8” Min height 

Welded Wire Fabric 
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12’ 

20’ 

Example
Foundation Plan 

(Not For Construction) 
New Detached Accessory Building 

8” wide monolithic slab 4” thick 

1/4”= 1’ 

This footing example is only suitable for garages 
and detached accessory buildings less than 721 
square feet in total area.  
(Indiana Residential Code: Table R309) 

4” slab 

18”Min depth 

 8” 

Monolithic Slab 

1/2”= 1’ 

Min height 8
Grade 

Welded Wire Fabric 
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Example
1st Floor Plan 
(Not For Construction) 

New Detached Accessory Building 

1/4”= 1’ 
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Example
Elevations

(Not For Construction) 
New Detached Accessory Building 

3’

4’

3’

1/4”= 1’ 

Siding

Siding

Vent

Shingles

Shingles

Window Door 

Overhead Garage Door 
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Example
Window & Door Framing Detail 

(Not For Construction) 

2 - 2”x 4” 

10’ Max 

Header 

Treated bottom plate 

Top plate (double) 

Wall Studs Window Sill 

2”x 4” 

2”x 4” 

2 - 2”x 8” 

1/2”= 1’ 

2 - 2”x 8” 
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Example
Garage Door Framing Detail 

(Not For Construction) 

2”x 4” 

10’ Max 

LVL Beam 

Header Top plate (double) 

Top plate  

Wall Studs 

Bottom plate 

See Table R502.5(1) of the Indiana Residential Code  for header span requirements. 

1/2” Anchor Bolts 

1/2”= 1’ 

1,000 lb anchor strap 

Note: 
1. Laminated Veneer Lumber is required to be designed and tested according to approved standards. The 

amount of supporting jack studs and attachment will be dependant on that approved design.  
2. Please refer to table R502.5 for applications where standard lumber is suitable.  
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# # # # # 

Example
Truss Diagram 
(Not For Construction)
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Common Mistakes / Insufficiencies 

• Using incorrect building standards - Indiana Residential Code
 (2003 International Residential Code with the 2005 Indiana Amendments) 

• Smoke detectors not being placed correctly (R313) 

• Incorrect crawlspace venting (R408.1)  
Regulation published in Indiana Register October 2007

• Insufficient emergency escapes (310) 

 Windows for sleeping rooms (R310.1) 

 Window wells (R310.2) 

 Ladders & steps (R310.2.1) 

• Incorrect garage door headers (R602.10.5(2)) 

• Not having engineered Truss diagrams available (R106.1) 

• Not providing the design specifications for TJI’s or LVL’s  
(Truss I-Joists & Laminated Veneer Lumber members) 

• Stairs not being built to correct standards (R311.5) 

• Rafters/joists insufficient for spans 
(rafters R802.5, ceiling joists R802.4, floor joists R502.3) 

• Headers insufficient for span (R502.5) 

• Not having plans on site available for review 

• Proposed plans not drawn to scale 

• Not filling out the Certificate of Completion & Compliance and returning upon 
completion of the project.  


