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COA # 
2010-COA-403 B 

(IRV)  

 

INDIANAPOLIS HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Hearing Date 
NOV. 3, 2010 

 
New Case 

 
 5860 E. Lowell Ave 

IRVINGTON 
Applicant: 

mailing address:  
DEREK NORCROSS 
5860 Lowell Ave 
Indianapolis, IN 46219

Owner: Same Warren Twp. 
Benjamin Hunter 

Council District  21 CASE 
IHPC COA: 2010-COA-403 B (IRV) 

 
Authorization of the unapproved removal of all the 
original wood siding (clapboard and shingle) and trim on 
the house. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approval of a Certificate of Authorization 
 

STAFF COMMENTS 
Background of the Property 
The subject house is a 1 ½ story bungalow built c. 1920.  The house was covered in aluminum siding at 
some point, leaving the original wood siding, wood shingles and wood trim intact.  The house contained 
wood lap siding with an approximately 4 ½ - 4 ¾ inch reveal.  The front gable and two dormers on the 
house contained wood shingles.  The windows are all original except for the aluminum replacements in a 
rear addition.  The front door also appears to be original. 
 
Background of the Case 
On August 3, 2010, IHPC staff received a complaint the siding was being removed from the house at 5860 
E. Lowell Ave.  Since the owner, Derek Norcross, had previously applied for construction of a garage, staff 
was able to call him.  Mr. Norcross said he removed the aluminum siding and discovered that the wood 
siding underneath was too deteriorated to restore, so he removed the wood clapboard and shingle siding and 
wood trim, with the intent to install fiber cement siding material as replacement siding.  Mr. Norcross stated 
he was unaware that approval would be required for this type of work. 
 
New Wood Siding Installation (2010-COA-403 A) 
Staff explained that the only way to be able to install the fiber cement siding was to be granted a certificate 
of authorization by the IHPC at a public hearing, which would take time and there was no guarantee of 
approval.  Mr. Norcross was eager for approval to re-side his house, since it was open to the elements.  Staff 
offered to grant a certificate of appropriateness for real wood clapboard and shingle siding to match the 
original, provided he apply to the IHPC for a certificate of authorization for the work he had already done.  
Staff offered this for two reasons; 

1. The original siding was gone and the only appropriate resolution was to re-side the house with real 
wood siding, and 

2. It was in the best interest of the house’s preservation that it be re-sided quickly and not be unduly 
exposed to the elements. 

 
On September 02, 2010, IHPC staff approved a COA to allow Mr. Norcross to install new wood siding, trim 
and wood shingles in order to protect the un-sided home from the elements.  A copy of the COA is attached. 
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Irvington Preservation Plan 
The Irvington Preservation Plan states that removal of original wood siding is not recommended.  It also 
states that if replacement of siding is justified, avoid using any material other than real wood to match the 
original.   In this case, fiber cement siding would not have been considered an appropriate material if staff 
were able to justify replacement of the original siding that was underneath the aluminum.   
 
Certificate of Authorization  
Unfortunately, the original wood siding, trim and wood shingling was discarded before staff could inspect it.  
Although Mr. Norcross alleges that it was deteriorated beyond repair, whether or not its condition justified 
removal cannot be confirmed.  Also, unlike the removal of some architectural elements, this original siding 
and trim cannot be reinstalled.   
 
Only a small section of wood shingles and a small piece of lap siding remained on the house.  While this is 
not enough to determine the condition, it was enough to verify the type and dimensions.  After much 
discussion and consideration, Mr. Norcross decided to agree to staff’s recommendation on how to resolve 
this matter: 

1. Forgo the plan to install fiber cement siding, and 
2. Agree to replace the siding with wood siding to match the original. 

 
Staff believes this is the most reasonable and appropriate solution, given the reality of the situation.  Staff 
also appreciates Mr. Norcross’s willingness to forgo his original plans and pursue a more appropriate 
solution.  Therefore, staff is recommending that the IHPC grant a certificate of authorization for the 
unapproved removal of the original siding, on the condition that he install the appropriate siding approved by 
staff in 2010-COA-403 Part A. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDED MOTION 

COA #2010-COA-403 B (IRV): 
To approve a Certificate of Authorization for the unapproved removal of all the original wood siding 
(clapboard and shingle) and trim, alleged but not proven by the applicant to have been deteriorated, 
per submitted documentation and subject to the following stipulations: 

1. Installation of wood clapboard siding, wood shingle siding, and wood trim must be completed 
in accordance with 2010-COA-403 Part A (IRV), and 

2. The work approved in 2010-COA-403 Part A (IRV) must be completed before December 1, 
2010. 

NOTE #1: In approving this certificate of authorization, the IHPC recognizes that there is no 
possible way to require the reinstallation of the original siding and trim, leaving 
replication to be the only resolution.  

NOTE#2: Failure to install the appropriate wood siding approved in 2010-COA-403 A (IRV) by 
December 1, 2010 will result in the violation being forwarded to the City Prosecutor and 
will result in 2010-COA-403 B (IRV) being rescinded. 

 

Staff Reviewer:   Meg Purnsley 
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Below:  View of East elevation of house.  Markings are visible that show the original location and dimensions 

of the wood siding and trim.   
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Above:  Photo of house prior to removal of sidig (with aluminum siding still on the house) 
Below:  Photo of house after aluminum and wood siding were removed.   
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Above:  View of wood shingles in one of the two dormers.  This detail was revealed when the aluminum siding 
was removed. 

Below:  View of one piece of wood siding that was left on the house.  This piece is located on the rear of the 
house. 
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Above:  Rear of house when aluminum siding was still intact 

Below:  Rear of house when aluminum and original wood siding were removed. 
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