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COA # 
2010-COA-091(FP) 

 

INDIANAPOLIS HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Hearing Date 
MAY 5, 2010 

 
 

NEW CASE 
 

 

545 Fletcher Avenue 
FLETCHER PLACE 

Applicant 
mailing address:  

ERIC STRICKLAND 
545 Fletcher Avenue 
Indianapolis, IN 46203

Owner: Same Center Township 
Council District: 19 
Dane Mahern EXPEDITED CASE 

IHPC COA: 2010-COA-091(FP) Construct a second floor rear addition 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approval 
 

STAFF COMMENTS 
Background of the Property 
This two-story wood frame single family home is one of the few Free Classic houses in the district.  It was 
built in 1913 and sits very close to its eastern property line.   The house has a wrap porch and gable roofs 
facing in each direction.  The back portion of the house is one and a half stories tall with a one story rear 
open porch.  It is one of several large homes placed on narrow lots.   
 
The Applicant’s Request 
The owner is seeking to add a 17’11” by 11’2 3/4” second floor addition to the southeast corner of his house 
above his existing kitchen.  The proposed addition will be used to create additional interior storage space.  
This addition will be set back one foot from the edge of the adjacent second floor exterior wall and two feet 
from the rear wall of the house.  The footprint of the house will not change. 
 
Design of the Second Floor Rear Addition 
The design of the proposed second floor addition is simple and will have very limited visibility from Fletcher 
Avenue.  The addition is small and will not overpower the original structure.  It will have a shed roof, 
connected to the existing rear roof just below the chimney. The bottom edge of the roof will be aligned with 
the eave of the existing second floor east gable.  Shingles will match what currently exists on the house.  The 
siding and trim materials on this addition will be wood to match the original materials on the rest of the 
house.  Two (2) double-hung wood windows will be installed that match the proportions of the existing 
windows.  The proposed second floor addition will be a compatible expansion of the interior space of the 
historic house. 
 
Fletcher Place Preservation Plan 

• Whenever possible, new additions or alterations to structures shall be done in such a manner that, if 
they were to be removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the original structure would 
be unimpaired. 

• Avoid designing new additions that are incompatible with the earlier building and the neighborhood 
in materials, size, scale, and texture.   

 
Expedited Case 
Plans are complete, staff has no unresolved issues, Fletcher Place Neighborhood Association supports the 
request, and there is no known opposition. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDED MOTION 

COA #2010-COA-091 (FP): 
To approve a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a second floor rear addition per the submitted 
documentation and subject to the following stipulations: 
1) Siding and trim materials shall be wood and shall have a smooth texture free of major imperfections.  

Rough-sawn finishes are not permitted. 
2) New windows shall be of solid wood construction. 
3) Window units must be approved by IHPC staff prior to purchase or installation.                        

Approved: _____ Date: __________ 
4) Window trim must be installed to match house. 
5) All exposed wood shall be pre-finished or painted. 
6) Work on exterior details must not commence prior to the approval by IHPC staff of each element.  

These may include, but are not limited to all finish materials: windows, finishes, roofing, gutters, etc. 
7) Any changes to the approved scope or design shall be approved by IHPC staff prior to starting work. 

 
Staff Reviewer: Ann Steadham 

 

 

Map of subject property 
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1915 Sanborn Map 
 

 
Photo of house as seen from Fletcher Ave 
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Aerial view looking south towards front of house 

 

 
 Aerial view looking north towards back of house  
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Site Plan submitted by Applicant 
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Schematic Floor Plan showing new Storage Areas 
 

New second floor 
addition area 
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Rear Elevation showing relationship to back of house and roof lines  

 

Side Elevation showing relationship to body of house  
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Letter of Support submitted by Fletcher Place Land Use Committee 


