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STAFF COMMENTS 

Update Since the September Hearing 
Since the September IHPC hearing, new notice has been sent including the proposed tattoo parlor 
use as well as the previously approved uses included in the 2005 CS rezoning request. If approved, 
both the requested use and the previously approved uses will be permitted. 
 
Background of the Building 
The building affected by this rezoning is the Fountain Square Theatre Building built in 1928.    It 
has operated as a theatre and been the home of many other uses including a Hooks Drug Store, 
Woolworths Department Store, furniture store, offices, diner, banquet space, and bowling alleys.  
The current owner is Linton Calvert, who has undertaking much interior and exterior renovation to 
the property over the years.  It is presently the home of many mixed uses. 
 
Zoning Background 
In 2005, Mr. Calvert, rezoned the property from C-4 to CS, which is a special commercial district 
designed to permit multi-use commercial and non-commercial land uses and provide flexibility 
not be found in other zoning districts.  The CS zoning district adopted in 2005 is limited to the 
following uses: 
1. Any use permitted in the C-1 or C-3-C Districts 
2. Bed and breakfast Inn (up to 12 units) 
3. Business and Personal Service  
4. Drinking Places (Tavern, Bar, Cabaret, Night Club), Fraternal Lodge, Hotel or Inn (up to 12 

units) 
5. Indoor Commercial Amusement/Recreation Establishments, as described in the C-4 District 
6. Massage therapy, which is a therapeutic service registered with and licensed by the state.  
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1107 E. Prospect Street  
FOUNTAIN SQUARE 

Applicant & 
mailing address:  

Artistic Skin Design, By Thomas Michael Quinn 
Indianapolis, IN 46202 

Owner: Fountain Square Theatre Building, LLC 
1105 E. Prospect, Suite 200 
Indianapolis, IN 46202

Center Twp. 
Council District: 19 

Dane Mahern 
COMBINED CASES 

IHPC COA: 2011-COA-311 (FS)   Approval for: 
• Variance of  Use 
• Rezone from C-S to C-S 

BZA 
Variance: 

2011-VHP-014 Variance of Use to allow a tattoo parlor within 500 ft. of a protected district. 

Rezoning: 2011-ZON-063 Rezone property from C-S to C-S to add “Tattoo Parlor” to the permitted 
uses on the site. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approval  
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7. Post Office 
8. Repair Services, as described in the C-4 District 
9. Retail Type Services, as described in the C-4 District 
10. Rooming and Boarding Houses 
11. Theatre, as described in the C-4 District 
12. Residential 
13. Catering, with deliveries being conducted by no greater than a twenty four (24) foot box truck 

and with no more than two deliveries, utilizing trucks, per day 
14. Other uses similar and comparable to the above permitted uses.   
 
Rezoning Request – CS to CS 
Mr. Calvert would like to lease the space known as 1107 E. Prospect St. to Artistic Skin Designs 
and Body Piercing, Inc.  However, the existing CS zoning district (adopted in 2005) does not 
include “tattoo parlor.”  The request is to adopt a new CS zoning district for the entire property that 
includes “tattoo parlor” along with all the other uses found in the CS zoning ordinance approved in 
2005.  If adopted, the new CS district would limit “tattoo parlor” to only the tenant space at 1107 E. 
Prospect St. 
 
Variance of Use 
The zoning ordinance does not allow a “tattoo parlor” to be within 500 feet of a protected district.  
Historic districts and residential zoning districts are both defined as “protected districts.”  The 
tenant space for the tattoo parlor violates that restriction in two ways: 
1. It is in one protected district, the Fountain Sq. Historic District, and 
2. It about 275 ft. from a D-5 residential zoning district. 
A variance of use is requested to allow the tattoo parlor to be within 500 feet of those two protected 
districts.   
 
Reasons to Approve Re-Zoning and Variance:   
1. The use is a compatible use with the other artistic commercial uses in the district, 
2. The tenant space faces the commercial district north of the building.  It neither has access to, nor 

does it face the residential district south of the building. 
3. While the tattoo parlor is about 275 ft. “as the crow flies” from the residential district,  it is 

actually well over 500 ft. to walk from the residential district to the tattoo parlor. 
4. Bio-hazardous wastes will be professionally picked up by a qualified hazardous waste removal 

company as required by the Health Department, 
5. The business will never be open past 10PM. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDED MOTIONS 

COA #2011-COA-311 (FS): 
To approve a Certificate of Appropriateness for rezoning from the existing C-S zoning 
district to a new C-S zoning district and for a variance of use. 
 
VARIANCE PETITION #2011-VHP-014: 
To approve a Variance of Use to allow for a tattoo parlor use to be located within 500 feet of a 
protected district. 



16 
 

REZONING PETITION #2011-ZON-063 
To recommend to the MDC that it approve a rezoning of the subject property from the C-S 
district presently in place to a new C-S district that includes all permitted uses recommended 
by the IHPC on May 4, 2005 and adds “Tattoo Parlor” as an 18th permitted use and subject to 
the plan of operation included in this report dated August 19, 2011 and one commitment that 
the tattoo parlor use be limited to Artistic Skin Design, Inc. only. 

 

Staff Reviewer:   Meg Purnsley 
 

 
Above:  View of building  

Below:  Zoning map showing location of tenant space and distance to 
protected district. 
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 Below:  View of building as seen from Virginia Ave 

 
 
 
 

Below:  View of building as seen from Prospect St. 
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Below:  Storefronts along Prospect St. (proposed Tattoo Parlor circled) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Above:  View of storefront on Prospect St. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED BUSINESS 
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FLOOR PLAN OF TENANT SPACE 
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