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 Indianapolis City Forester Participating in Tour des Trees
500-mile bike ride highlights Indy Parks’ commitment to urban tree canopy and community forests
INDIANAPOLIS — City of Indianapolis Urban Forestry Manager Lindsey Purcell will join about 70 other cyclists next week in a 500-mile bicycle ride from Indianapolis to St. Louis, Mo. The 2008 Tree Research and Education Endowment Fund (TREE Fund) Tour des Trees cyclists will share their message of proper tree care and raise public awareness to support healthy community forests and urban trees. 
The cyclists will set off on the ride at 6 a.m. on Monday, July 21, from the Omni Severin Hotel in Downtown Indianapolis. An opening ceremony and tree-planting to mark the beginning of the six-day tour will take place at 5 p.m. Sunday, July 21, at 902 W. New York St. 
The tour schedule takes the cyclists – municipal arborists, foresters, tree advocates and tree industry professionals from around the country – through Indiana, southern Illinois, and Missouri. The group departs from the Omni Hotel in Downtown Indianapolis for the Indianapolis Motor Speedway for a loop around the famous track before heading out of town. Stops along the way include Bloomington, Vincennes, New Harmony, and Carbondale, Ill., before the final loop in St. Louis. 
“This is just one way that Indianapolis gives back to the Tree Fund for all of the important research they provide in helping with urban forest management,” Purcell said. “In addition, we get some of those very funds we are raising from the Tour. It is a win-win for Indy.”
TREE Fund Tour des Trees is America’s largest fundraising event to improve the care of trees through research and education, raising more than $3 million since its inception in 1992. Each rider raises a minimum of $3,500 to participate in the full, six-day tour. For more information, visit www.treefund.org.
Media opportunity

When: 5 p.m. Sunday, July 20, 2008

Where: 902 W. New York St., Indianapolis

What: Opening ceremony and tree-planting

When: 6 a.m. Monday, July 21, 2008

Where: Outside 40 W. Jackson Place, Indianapolis

What: About 70 municipal arborists, foresters, tree advocates and tree industry professionals from around the country embark on a six-day bicycle tour of more than 500 miles.
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Paula Freund


Indy Parks Public Information Officer


Phone: (317) 327-7035


Mobile: (317) 442-7578
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