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VIVA BRASIL!

CELEBRATE THE CULTURE, ART, FOOD, DANCE AND MUSIC OF BRAZIL
     Festival, exhibition and fundraising dinner will benefit children’s arts programs 

INDIANAPOLIS – Sandro Pereira received a special visa from the U.S. Consulate to teach Capoeira, a 500-year-old art form blending martial arts and dance, to children participating in the “Mi Familia” Arts Academy program at Garfield Park this summer. The professional teacher, dancer and actor calls Salvador Bahia, Brazil, home. 
“We’re very lucky to have him this summer, and the kids absolutely love him,” said Robin Williams, manager of the Garfield Park Arts Center. 

The 25 children ages 8 to 14 in the summer arts program spend each weekday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. having a traditional camp experience – swimming in Garfield Park’s outdoor pool, playing sports and going on field trips – while also learning Brazilian culture from artists, dancers and teachers native to this Latin American country.

“This has always been an immersion program – learning a new language, a new culture, getting a different perspective,” Williams said. “We have to see the beauty of other people, and arts is a great way to do that – a great way to break down barriers. We celebrate everybody.”
Each summer the program, supported by the Summer Youth Program Fund, selects a different focus and culture, and this year it is Brazil! Pereira is joined by Iuri Santos, a Brazilian Master Capoeira teacher and musician who is in his 10th year of residency, and Leonardo Reis, a musician and capoeirista who teaches the children language and music and cooks traditional meals for the kids. The campers learn how to say phrases in Portuguese, the official language of Brazil, such as “my name is …” and also sing songs in Portuguese. Herron and Manual high school students interested in arts or arts administration serve as interns. 
Local resident Abraham Martinez’s daughter Lara, 9, participates in the Mi Familia arts academy program at the Arts Center. She has learned to open up and express herself more clearly, Martinez said.

“It’s been a great learning experience for her and the family as well,” Martinez said. “It really does open their mind to other expressions and culture, and I think that’s really important. She really enjoys the art aspect of the class. I am very pleased with the whole program.”
The four-week program culminates with a performance at a dinner hosted by the Friends of Garfield Park at Garfield Park Arts Center to raise funds for children’s arts programs. The event, from 6 to 8 p.m. July 11, will showcase the students’ achievements and also offer a taste of Brazil, with local eatery Brazilian Grill serving up black beans and rice, grilled meats, fresh vegetables and fried bananas. The exhibit will feature a mural that reflects the Brazilian culture as well as other local artists’ work.

The Latino Arts Celebration “Viva Brasil” festival and exhibition continues with an 8 p.m. free community concert in the Garfield Park Amphitheatre. The event serves as a kickoff for a July 12-13 capoeira workshop at the park comprised of master teachers from all around the Midwest sharing their techniques.

MEDIA OPPORTUNITY
What: “Mi Familia” class participants rehearsing

When: 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday, July 2, 2008

Where: Garfield Park Arts Center, 2432 Conservatory Drive

Details: Children ages 8 to 14 will be learning Brasilian culture through dance, art, music and language
EVENT DETAILS

Viva Brasil! Fundraising Dinner to benefit arts programs for children

6 p.m. to 8 p.m. July 11

Garfield Parks Arts Center and Amphitheatre

2432 Conservatory Drive

Tickets: $40, available at the Arts Center

Followed by a FREE community concert with IPANEMA and Brasilian Reggae Band SANTOS & THE SAINTS at 8 p.m. in the Amphitheatre
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