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GARFIELD PARK ARTS CENTER’S OPEN HOUSE WILL OFFER 2009 PREVIEW
Check out current art exhibits, learn about upcoming programs and meet the center’s new manager!
INDIANAPOLIS – (Nov. 25, 2008) Indy Parks & Recreation’s Garfield Park Arts Center (GPAC) will host an open house from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Dec. 3, 2008. Swing by to experience all the Arts Center offers and learn about our vision to offer opportunities for visitors to create art each and every visit. This is your chance to visit with the new Arts Center manager, Tom Weidenbach, and share your artful ideas for the future of the Arts Center!
“Tom is bringing a fresh perspective to the Arts Center, and his background in the arts and his passion for the arts are going to elevate everything we are going to do at Garfield Park,” said Indy Parks Director Stuart Lowry. “We see this open house as truly reflecting those words: A way for us to open this house and be a stronger partner for the arts in our community.”

Weidenbach’s immediate goals and projects for the Arts Center include:

· Expanded hours to meet the needs of area families; 

· An artist-in-residence program that allows artists to take advantage of the facility and enables visitors to interact with working artists; 

· A rotating exhibit schedule that provides visitors a chance to see a new exhibit every month;

· Expanded cooperation between Garfield Park’s Burrello Family Center, Conservatory and Arts Center, leading to dynamic park-wide special events, Day at the Park multi-facility programs and expanded facility rental opportunities.

“I am excited to be continuing the GPAC’s tradition of hosting internationally themed special events, providing the Creative Kids afterschool program and offering free evening arts programs for adults,” Weidenbach said. “I am looking forward to building a strong group of volunteers to support new endeavors to support lifelong learning in and through the arts.”
A former puppeteer, elementary school teacher and teaching artist, Weidenbach graduated from Auburn University with a Bachelor’s of Science in Education and The University of Texas with a Master of Fine Arts in Theatre. He previously worked at The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis as an Interpretation Manager and The Children's Museum of Greenville, S.C., as Director of Education and Exhibits. A husband and father of two, Weidenbach lives in the Irvington area.
Who:    Indy Parks Director Stuart Lowry, Garfield Park Arts Center Manager Tom Weidenbach, Friends of Garfield Park, Indy Parks staff and Arts Center exhibitors

What: Garfield Park Arts Center Open House

Where: Garfield Park Arts Center


 2432 Conservatory Drive

When: 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Dec. 3, 2008

About Garfield Park Arts Center
Garfield Park Arts Center engages Indianapolis residents in an artistic and cultural celebration through programs and instruction in a variety of mediums, including the performing, visual, production and literary arts. It is located on the Near-Southeastside of Indianapolis at 2432 Conservatory Drive, in the 2400 block of South Shelby Street. GPAC is open daily (except Mondays) from 1-5 p.m. It opens at 10 a.m. on Saturdays and stays open until 9 p.m. on Wednesdays.  For more information on these or other Garfield Park events, please call (317) 327-7066 or visit www.indyparks.org.
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