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GREEN LIGHT FOR GREENWAYS!

INDY PARKS BREAKS GROUND ON MUCH-ANTICIPATED PENNSY TRAIL 
INDIANAPOLIS – (Nov. 13, 2008) A full assembly of Irvington Community School students joined Indianapolis Mayor Gregory Ballard, Department of Natural Resources Deputy Director Charlie White, Indy Parks & Recreation, and the Indianapolis Parks Foundation in breaking ground on the Pennsy Trail today at Irvington Community Elementary School. 

Representatives from Indy Cycle Specialist in Irvington gave a bicycle and trail safety lesson to the students at the event. Indy Parks Greenways Manager Karina Straub spoke to the schoolchildren about the historical significance of the Pennsy. 

Indy Parks received a $900,000 grant to construct a portion of the Pennsy Trail project on the City’s Eastside as part of Gov. Mitch Daniels’ $19 million trail initiative for the State of Indiana. This 1.2-mile segment of the trail corridor is between Arlington Avenue and Shortridge Road and utilizes the existing infrastructure of the Shadeland Avenue rail bridge overpass preserved from demolition by INDOT specifically for this use. 
“This trail is critical in connectivity of the Eastside for pedestrians and bicyclists,” said Indy Parks Director Stuart Lowry. “The trail will connect historic Irvington to the Far-Eastside commercial district along Washington Street and significant destinations including the Irvington Community School and the Ransburg YMCA. The project will assist in meeting the immediate need for bicycle and pedestrian facilities to improve quality of life for Eastside residents.”

Construction will begin in mid-November and is expected to wrap up with a grand opening in fall of 2009.  

WHO:
Mayor Gregory A. Ballard

Indy Parks Director Stuart Lowry 

DNR Deputy Director Charlie White

City-County Councilman Ben Hunter

Irvington Development Organization Corridor Development Director Amandula Henry

Indianapolis Parks Foundation Executive Director Cindy Porteous

WHAT:

Pennsy Trail Groundbreaking 

WHERE:

Irvington Community Elementary School

6705 E. Julian Ave.

WHEN:

11 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 13, 2008
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CONTACT


Paula Freund


Public Information Officer


Phone: (317) 327-7035


Mobile: (317) 442-7578
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