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IPS AND INDY PARKS TO DEDICATE PLAYGROUND

AT REVEREND MOZEL SANDERS PARK





10 a.m. Tuesday, May 27, 2008
INDIANAPOLIS – The City of Indianapolis Department of Parks and Recreation and Indianapolis Public Schools will dedicate the new playground at Reverend Mozel Sanders Park during a ceremony at Wendell Phillips IPS No. 63, 1163 N. Belmont Ave., at 10 a.m. May 27, 2008.

Deputy Mayor for Neighborhoods Olgen Williams will join Indy Parks Director Joseph Wynns, IPS No. 63 Principal Evelyn Bushrod, the Rev. Roosevelt Sanders, and the staff and students of IPS No. 63 in dedicating this wonderful community asset. Wendell Phillips School opened in 2006, with a partnership between IPS and Indy Parks that allows Indy Parks to utilize the school’s facilities for its after-school programs.  Indy Parks purchased and installed the new playground at the site and will further develop the park to include tennis and basketball courts, shelters and athletic fields.

“Re-establishing the Reverend Mozel Sanders Park and playground has always been a commitment by the department,” Wynns said. “This is just the first phase of completing the park. This park is not only important to the department, but it is also important to re-establishing the name of Mozel Sanders, who was a great community leader.”
Indy Parks and Recreation honors many outstanding individuals who have made contributions to the betterment of society by naming parks in their honor. These parks benefit the local communities of Indianapolis by allowing for recreational and environmental enhancement of the city. 

A minister, Sanders began his life in Indianapolis in 1945, where he worked at a foundry during the day and preached at a local church at night. In 1959 he became the pastor of the Mount Vernon Missionary Baptist Church and served there until his death in 1988. Sanders hosted a daily radio program and was the founder of a national job training program as well as a special Thanksgiving dinner to feed less fortunate families. 

EVENT DETAILS
What: Dedication of Reverend Mozel Sanders Park playground.

Where: Wendell Phillips IPS No. 63, 1163 N. Belmont Ave., Indianapolis.
When: 10 a.m. May 27, 2008.
Who: Olgen Williams, City of Indianapolis Deputy Mayor for Neighborhoods; Indy Parks Director Joseph Wynns; IPS No. 63 Principal Evelyn Bushrod; the Rev. Roosevelt Sanders; and staff and students of IPS No. 63. 
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