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Central Canal Towpath
Indianapolis’ Greenway System

Miles Constructed

5.2
Total Miles Planned

7.7
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Legend

Overview
Provides connection from Broad 
Ripple to Downtown along the 
historic Indianapolis Water 
Company Canal. 
 
LENGTH: 7.7 Miles

TRAIL TYPE: 
	 Compacted Stone	

In the 1830’s, the Central Canal was envisioned as part 
of an eight-canal system to cross the state and link major 
points of commerce.  After three years of construction 
and the introduction of railroads, debts halted the project, 
leaving the Central Canal with no connections to other 
navigable waterways.  In 1881, the Indianapolis Water 
Company purchased the canal.  The Central Canal is a 
primary source of drinking water for the Indianapolis 
metropolitan area and receives its water from the White 
River in the Broad Ripple area.  

Parking Areas
Restrooms
Greenway Access Point
Continuous Greenway 
Access
Central Canal Towpath

Other Greenways

Cultural Trail
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Destinations
•	 Indianapolis Art Center
•	 Butler University
•	 International School of 

Indiana
•	 Crispus Attucks Medical 

Magnet School
•	 Indianapolis Museum of Art
•	 Downtown


