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Johnathan Cruz charged in string of May murders 
Cruz accused of committing three murders and an armed robbery between May 12-15 

 

(Indianapolis, Ind.)  Marion County Prosecutor Terry Curry announced today that Johnathan 
Cruz has been charged in what is believed to be a string of murders committed between 
May 12 and May 15. Cruz was charged today with three counts of Murder for the shooting 
deaths of Billy Boyd, Jay Higginbotham and Jose Alberto Ruiz. He is also charged with 
Armed Robbery for a suspected robbery that occurred on May 14 near East 10th Street and 
North Linwood Avenue. A criminal gang enhancement was filed which, if convicted, could 
provide for a doubling of any sentence for those crimes. 
 
Cruz has been charged with a total of 17 charges, including: 

• Three Murder charges for each of the three murder victims 
• Attempted Robbery Resulting in Serious Bodily Injury (Level 2 Felony) 
• Two counts of Robbery Resulting in Serious Bodily Injury (Level 2 Felony) 
• Armed Robbery (Level 3 Felony) 
• Intimidation (Level 5 Felony) 
• Two counts of Pointing a Firearm (Level 6 Felony) 
• Criminal Gang Enhancement 

 
According to the probable cause affidavit filed in the case, detectives recovered evidence on 
cell phones and social media accounts believed to be created by or depicting Cruz in gang-
related activities.  
 
On May 12, Billy Boyd’s body was found on the sidewalk in the 3900 block of North College 
Avenue. IMPD officers were dispatched to that location at approximately 12:48 a.m.  
 
Later that same morning, Jay Higginbotham’s body was found on the sidewalk in the 900 
block of North Denny Street. IMPD officers were dispatched at approximately 4:23 a.m. to 
that location. Witness statements from Higginbotham’s murder provided a description of the 
events, suspect and suspect vehicle involved. 
 
On the morning of May 14, an assault and robbery was reported having occurred near East 
10th Street and North Linwood Avenue at approximately 6:00 a.m. The victim reported that 
he had been robbed by two men at gunpoint for cash and two cell phones.  
 
On the morning of May 15, Jose Alberto Ruiz’s body was found in a vehicle near the 
intersection of East Washington Street and North Linwood Avenue. IMPD officers were 
dispatched at approximately 4:39 a.m. to that location.  
 
Cruz was arrested on May 16 in a separate matter and charged with Criminal Confinement 
(Level 3 Felony), Kidnapping (Level 3 Felony), Intimidation (Level 5 Felony) and Battery 
(Class B Misdemeanor). He has been held since that date on a $200,000 bond.  
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An initial hearing for the charges filed today will be set in Criminal Court 3.  
 
A second man, Steven Clark (aka Rayvaugh Wood), has been charged with Armed Robbery 
(Level 3 Felony) for his alleged involvement in the May 14 robbery. His case is also pending 
in Criminal Court 3. 
 
A charge of a crime is merely an accusation, and the defendant is presumed innocent until 
and unless proven guilty.  
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NOTE: The charging document and probable cause affidavit filed in this case can be 
downloaded at:  

CRUZ 6/1/16 CHARGES: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7mzwme9j53pmvh5/Johnathan%20Cruz%20Murder.pdf?dl=0 

CRUZ 5/17/16 CHARGES: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hi9j3ie0yro69y9/Johnathan%20Cruz.pdf?dl=0 

CLARK 6/1/16 CHARGES:  
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dskwvn6jmuz3wce/Steven%20Clark.pdf?dl=0 
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