MARION COUNTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

TERRY R. CURRY, PROSECUTOR
251 E. OHIO ST., SUITE 160
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204
PHONE (317) 327-3522 * FAX (317) 327-3531

Media Release: Contacts:
November 23, 2015 Peg McLeish (317) 327-5543; peqg.mcleish@indy.gov

Michael Leffler (317) 327-5516; michael.leffler@indy.gov

Two men charged in murder of Amanda Blackburn

(Indianapolis, Ind.) Marion County Prosecutor Terry Curry announced today that two men
have been charged in the murder of Amanda Blackburn. Larry Jo Taylor Jr. and Jalen
Watson have been charged with Murder and additional felonies related to burglaries at three
homes on the morning of November 10, 2015.

“We appreciate the work of IMPD detectives and our law enforcement partners at the
Indiana State Police, FBI, and U.S. Marshals Service in identifying those alleged to have
committed this tragic murder,” Prosecutor Terry Curry said. “It is important to note the
extraordinary assistance that was received from neighbors and members of the community
in this case. We encourage anyone in our community who has information about other
murders or crime to come forward, contact law enforcement, and assist us in identifying
those responsible.”

According to the probable cause affidavit, Taylor, Watson and a third individual are accused
of committing two burglaries prior to entering the Blackburn residence on the morning of
November 10. An automobile was stolen during the course of the first burglary, as well as
personal items. The second burglary occurred near the Blackburn residence. Taylor and
Watson are believed to then have entered the Blackburn home through an unlocked front
door.

As further alleged in the probable cause affidavit, Watson and the third individual are
believed to have left the Blackburn home in the stolen vehicle, driving to an ATM with
Amanda Blackburn’s debit card. The two were in communication with Taylor, who was still
at the home, via cell phones. Taylor was later picked up from the Blackburn home and all
three individuals left the scene prior to the victim’s husband returning to the home.

After leaving the scene, Larry Taylor is alleged to have stated to witnesses that he killed
Amanda Blackburn. Blackburn’s cause of death was determined to be a gunshot wound to
the back of the head. She is believed to have been shot three times, including a gunshot
wound to the left arm and a gunshot wound which entered and exited her upper back.

Jalen Watson has been charged with Murder, Burglary (Level 1 Felony), Theft (Level 6
Felony), Robbery Resulting in Serious Bodily Injury (Level 2 Felony), Burglary (Level 4
Felony), Theft (Level 6 Felony), Auto Theft (Level 6 Felony), Burglary (Level 4 Felony) and
Theft (Level 6 Felony).
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Larry Jo Taylor Jr. has been charged with Murder, Burglary (Level 1 Felony), Theft (Level 6
Felony), Robbery Resulting in Serious Bodily Injury (Level 2 Felony), Criminal Confinement
(Level 3 Felony), Burglary (Level 4 Felony), Theft (Level 6 Felony), Auto Theft (Level 6
Felony), Burglary (Level 4 Felony), Theft (Level 6 Felony) and Carrying a Handgun without a
License (Class A Misdemeanor).

The case has been assigned to Criminal Court 5.

A charge of a crime is merely an accusation, and the defendant is presumed innocent until
and unless proven guilty.
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