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A message from 
Marion County Prosecutor

Terry Curry

The men and women of our office are 
justifiably proud of the professional work 
they do to serve the citizens of Marion 
County. An enormous amount of work 
is performed at the Marion County 
Prosecutor’s Office beyond the headlines, 
and this annual Report to the Community is 
an effort to share some of those stories that 
reflect the successes realized every day.

In 2013, the office continued to use 
aggressive and creative prosecutorial tactics 

to serve the people of Marion County. Early in the year, resources were 
restructured to establish two additional deputy prosecutor positions in 
specific areas of focus: guns and white collar crime. Both areas have seen 
significant increases in prosecuted cases and convictions because of 
that investment. Collaborations with investigatory entities and state and 
local agencies, such as Department of Workforce Development, National 
Insurance Crime Bureau, and Marion County Community Corrections, 
have generated new avenues of prosecution in areas where criminal 
activity is evolving. Finally, the office continued to enhance outreach 
and engagement efforts through the Community Prosecution Division.  
The role of the Community Prosecution Division is fundamental in 
our community’s ability to proactively avoid crime, offering free crime 
prevention presentations to neighborhood groups, rental property 
managers, and senior citizens.

We took office in January 2011 with the pledge to restore trust and 
integrity to the Marion County Prosecutor’s Office, and I am proud of 
the progress our office has made in that critical mission.  As we continue 
that mission with our public safety partners, I invite you to become 
involved and engaged in the important discussions and efforts to 
improve public safety in Marion County.

Approximately 400 women 
and men work at the Marion 
County Prosecutor’s Office.  
The talented and dedicated 
team consists of deputy 
prosecutors, paralegals, 
and administrative and 
professional staff who work 
every day to make Marion 
County a safer place to live, 
work, and raise a family. 

In 2013, MCPO disposed of 
the following cases:

Murder cases:               80
Major felony cases:   3,526 
D felony cases:       10,508 
Misdemeanor cases: 26,577 
Traffic infractions: 150,000        
                          (approximate)

Included in this 2013 report 
are some of the milestones 
of the Curry Administration’s 
third year.

Terry Curry
Prosecutor
Marion County, Indiana

Marion County Prosecutor’s Office
251 E. Ohio St.

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
MCPO@Indy.gov           

www.Indy.gov/MCPO             
(317) 327-3522

Connect with us @MCProsecutors
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•	 The case arising from the tragic crash involving 
former IMPD Officer David Bisard and three 
Marion County residents was brought to trial in 
October and November.  Twelve days after taking 
office in January, 2011, Prosecutor Curry refiled 
alcohol related charges in the case, thus reversing 
the former prosecutor’s decision to dismiss such 
charges.  Trial was conducted in Fort Wayne after 
a change of venue was granted as a result of 
widespread publicity in the case.

•	 After more than three weeks of trial, a Fort Wayne 
jury convicted Bisard on November 5 of all nine 
counts, which ranged from Operating a Motor 
Vehicle with a Blood-Alcohol Content of 0.15 
Percent or Higher Causing Death (B Felony) to 
Criminal Recklessness (D Felony).  The charges 
stemmed from the August 6, 2010, accident that 
killed motorcyclist Eric Wells and seriously 
injured Mary Mills and Kurt Weekly.  Bisard was 
on duty and driving his patrol car at the time of 
the crash. 

•	 Bisard was sentenced to 16 years, with three years 
suspended, on November 26.  A separate OWVI case arising from an arrest on April 27 remains pending.  

Major Case

David Bisard

While we are pleased by the jury’s verdict, we 
should never forget that there is no reason to 
celebrate today. The events of August 6, 2010, 
are without question a tragedy for all involved. It 
is an unimaginable tragedy for the family of Eric 
Wells – his wife Luisa and his parents Aaron and 
Mary. It is a horrible tragedy for Mary Mills and 
Kurt Weekly, whose lives are forever altered. But 
it is also a tragedy for the family of Officer Bisard, 
Officer Bisard himself, and our police department.

We take no pleasure in prosecuting a police officer, 
and it certainly should never be suggested that 
Officer Bisard is an evil person. However, all of 
us – whether a police officer, attorney, teacher, 
or otherwise – must accept responsibility for our 
actions. The message of the jury’s verdict is that 
Officer Bisard must accept such responsibility and 
be held accountable for his actions on that day.

Prosecutor Terry Curry - Nov. 5, 2013

•	 During the final week of the Bisard trial and while the 
Central Indiana media were focused upon those proceedings, 
it was business as usual for the men and women of 
MCPO.  Numerous bench trials were conducted, cases 
were resolved by guilty pleas, and juvenile matters were 
processed.  Working with police partners, 292 new felony 
cases were filed, while community prosecutors attended 
neighborhood meetings and worked with community 
partners.  The child support staff would have collected, based 
upon a typical week, child support of $1,906,000 on behalf 
of custodial parents and their children.  As the trial team 
was bringing the Bisard trial to a successful conclusion, 
deputy prosecutors also were successfully completing seven 
jury trials, resulting in convictions on charges including 
Murder, Neglect of a Dependent Resulting in Death, Dealing 
Cocaine, OVWI, and Resisting Law Enforcement. 
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A fundamental responsibility of MCPO remains 
to be prosecution of those individuals who 
perpetrate the worst of violent crimes against our 
citizens.

•	 In one week alone – April 29 to May 3 – deputy 
prosecutors tried at least ten jury trials, which 
successfully resulted in guilty verdicts on 
some or all charges, including murder, rape, 
child molestation, battery, and burglary.   In 
an email to MCPO staff members Prosecutor 
Curry noted, “Of course, the jury trials were 
in addition to the usual assortment of court 
trials, plea agreements, child support activity, 
and juvenile proceedings. In addition to the 
deputy prosecutors, credit for these successful 
prosecutions goes out to our paralegals, victim 
advocates, technology gurus, other support 
staff, and police partners.” 

•	 One murder trial during that week resulted in 
the conviction of Jamar Perkins for murder.  
Perkins was a co-defendant of Pop it Off Boyz 
gang member Anthony Shockley for the June 
2011 death of Clayton Battice.  Mr. Battice 
was returning from his night shift at the 
Wonder Bread Factory when the defendants 
attempted to rob him outside his home.  The 
slaying of Mr. Battice was unsolved until the 
takedown and arrests of the Pop it Off Boyz 
gang members in 2011.  Perkins was sentenced 
to 55 years in the Department of Correction 
for his role in Mr. Battice’s murder.  Previously 
convicted for murder in the case, Shockley is 
serving a 60-year sentence in the Department of 
Correction. 

•	 Michael Bell and Jeremy Priel pleaded guilty 
to two counts of Murder for the December 2011 
murder of seven-year-old Kyleigh Crane and 
her uncle Jeremy Crane in Cumberland.  Bell 
was sentenced to 100 years in accordance with 
his plea agreement, and Priel was sentenced to 
110 years.     

Gangs, Guns & Violent Crime

IMPD Officer Rod Bradway

MCPO mourned the loss of IMPD Officer Rod Bradway, 
who lost his life in the early morning hours of September 
20.  While responding to a domestic violence call, Officer 
Bradway was shot by Steven Byrdo, who in turn was shot and 
killed by Officer Maurice Shipley.  Prosecutor Curry shared 
his thoughts in the MCPO September newsletter:  

On a somber Thursday in September, our city buried 
Officer Rod Bradway. We honored his heroic actions 
in saving the life of a mother and her child, and the 
women and men of the Marion County Prosecutor’s 
office grieve along with his family, friends, and 
colleagues.  

It is perhaps also appropriate to realize that, but for 
the tragic conclusion of this domestic violence run, 
few would have even known of Officer Bradway’s 
actions.  Indeed, little noticed in the shock of Officer 
Bradway’s death was the corresponding action of 
Officer Maurice Shipley, who plunged into the line 
of fire as well in an effort to save his fellow officer.  
We should never forget that public safety officers are 
regularly called upon to place themselves in perilous 
situations.  

All of us at the Marion County Prosecutor’s Office are 
proud to stand with the officers of Indianapolis Police 
Department and Marion County Sheriff’s Office, 
firefighters of Indianapolis Fire Department, and all 
of our public safety partners with whom we work 
on a daily basis. We must never forget the sacrifice 
of Officer Bradway and the fallen officers who have 
gone before, and their families and loved ones whom 
they have left behind.

Terry Curry, Prosecutor
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•	 Sirquain Burr and Gabriel Edwards were charged in connection with a February crime spree that involved 
robberies, the attempted murder of man walking his dog, and ended with the fatal shooting of Indianapolis 
resident John Yingling.  Sirquain Burr, 17, was charged with 13 crimes.  His case was directly filed into adult 
court based on his age and nature of the alleged crimes. The MCPO Juvenile Division sought a waiver 
of the Gabriel Edwards case to adult criminal court.  After conducting a waiver hearing, Marion Superior 
Juvenile Court waived Edwards, age 15, to criminal court in June 
to stand trial as an adult. 

•	 MCPO filed Murder and Neglect of a Dependent charges 
against Gregory Robey in the death of his infant son, Philip 
Robey. Philip’s mother, Bambi Glazebrook, also has been 
charged with Murder and Neglect of a Dependent for her 
alleged role in the crime.

•	 Brittney Massey was arrested and charged with Murder, Battery 
Resulting in Death, and Neglect of a Dependent Resulting 
in Death for her alleged role in the death of her two-year-old 
daughter.

•	 Jose Cruz received a 75-year executed sentence in October 2013 
after pleading guilty to Murder in the August 2012 beating death 
of three-year-old Carmen Ellis.  The sentence is believed to be 
one of the longest given in Marion County for the killing of one 
child.  Cruz also pleaded guilty to Aggravated Battery (B Felony) 
for an assault perpetrated on Carmen in the days preceding the 
fatal beating.  According to the plea agreement, Cruz will be 
deported to Guatemala when he is released.  

•	 A jury found Ryan Worline guilty of Murder and Neglect of a 
Dependent Resulting in Death (A Felony) in the January 2012 
death of one-year-old Jayden Noel. The jury also found Jayden’s 
mother, Chelsea Taylor, guilty of Neglect of a Dependent 
Resulting in Death (A Felony) for failing to check on the welfare 
of Jayden and failing to obtain medical attention for the child. 
Worline was the live-in boyfriend of Taylor, and Jayden lived 
with the couple at the time of the incident. In addition to a 
fatal head injury, Jayden had numerous non-fatal, external 
injuries to multiple areas of his body which would have alerted 
a reasonable caregiver that the child needed medical attention.  
Worline was sentenced to 65 years.  Taylor is slated to be 
sentenced in January 2014. 

Cold cases

•	 In June, Rodney Denk pleaded 
guilty and was sentenced to 65 
years for the 1989 murder and rape 
of Amy Weidner. The cold case 
investigation was resumed and 
charges filed in 2012.  Weidner was 
16-years-old at the time of her death, 
when Denk had been considered a 
family friend.  Denk’s palm print, 
which was recovered from a 1997 
arrest, matched a palm print found 
at the murder scene.  The maximum 
sentence for Murder in 1989 was 60 
years. 

•	 Michael V. Ackerman was arrested 
and charged with Second Degree 
Murder in the 1977 beating death of 
toddler Billy Wood. The review of the 
case was initiated when the victim’s 
sister contacted IMPD’s Cold Case 
Homicide Unit, and Detective 
Sergeant David Ellison picked up the 
cold case investigation.

In announcing the arrest and 
charges, Prosecutor Curry said, 
“No crime victim should ever be 
forgotten, particularly a young child 
such as Billy Wood. Even though it is 
now 36 years after his death, it is our 
intent that justice will be served on 
his behalf. We commend the IMPD 
Cold Case Unit for their work on this 
case.” 

Gangs, Guns & Violent Crime
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•	 Six suspects were arrested and charged in 
connection with two violent home invasion 
robberies and assaults that are alleged to have 
occurred in October at homes on Spring Mill Road 
and East 79th Street.  Four suspects were charged 
in both crimes.  

Five suspects were charged with 40 total counts 
each for their alleged involvement the North 
Spring Mill Road incident on October 24. The 
charges include multiple counts of Burglary (A 
Felony), Criminal Deviate Conduct (B Felony), 
Carjacking (B Felony), Criminal Confinement (B 
Felony), Robbery (B Felony), Battery (C Felony), 
Forgery (C Felony), Intimidation (C Felony) and 
Sexual Battery (C Felony).  The five defendants are:  

•	 Adrian Anthony
•	 Demetre Brown 
•	 Taiwan Lundy
•	 Michael Pugh
•	 Trae Spells

Five suspects were charged with 35 total counts 
each for their alleged involvement in the 
East 79th Street incident on October 29. The 
charges include multiple counts of Rape (A 
Felony), Criminal Deviate Conduct (A Felony), 
Carjacking (B Felony), Criminal Confinement (B 
Felony), Robbery (B Felony), Battery (C Felony), 
Intimidation (C Felony) and Battery by Body 
Waste (A Misdemeanor). The five defendants are:

•	 Adrian Anthony
•	 Demetre Brown 
•	 Alexander Dupree
•	 Michael Pugh
•	 Trae Spells

Six additional individuals have also been charged 
as accessories for their alleged roles in connection 
with the North Spring Mill Road home invasion. 
The defendants and respective charges are:

•	 Amber Deckard, Assisting a Criminal (C Felony), 
Auto Theft (D Felony), and Theft (D Felony).

•	 James Phillips, Assisting a Criminal (C Felony) and 
Theft (D Felony).

•	 Ira Marsh, Assisting a Criminal (C Felony) and 
Theft (D Felony).

•	 Jade Lundy, Assisting a Criminal (C Felony) and 
Theft (D Felony).

•	 Renee Washington, Assisting a Criminal (C Felony) 
and Theft (D Felony).

•	 Sierra White, Assisting a Criminal (C Felony).

•	 In a separate unrelated case, Adrian Anthony, a 
defendant in both home invasions, was charged 
with Murder and Robbery in the shooting death 
of Robbie Gibson on November 27.   Robbie 
Gibson and his brother Ron Gibson were working 
at a residence on North Gray Street when they 
were approached by two suspects who displayed 
a handgun and demanded money.  While it is 
alleged Anthony was the shooter, Christopher Bell 
also was charged with Murder and Robbery.  

•	 After two days of trial and less than four hours of 
deliberation, Quanardel Wells was found guilty 
on May 22 for sexually assaulting four women in 
2009.  The jury convicted Wells on all eight counts, 
which ranged from Criminal Deviate Conduct, 
Rape, Criminal Confinement, and Strangulation.  
A serial rapist, Wells was sentenced to 100 years 
in the Indiana Department of Correction for the 
crimes.  His new sentence will run consecutively to 
the 80-year sentence he is currently serving for a 
separate 2010 conviction. 

Gangs, Guns & Violent Crime
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•	 Members of the Fountain Square Boyz and 
Problem Child gangs, two Fountain Square-area 
gangs, pleaded guilty and were sentenced for 
criminal activity in the neighborhood.  Fountain 
Square Boyz gang member Raymond Crabtree 
pleaded guilty to Conspiracy to Commit 
Aggravated Battery and was sentenced to six 
years in the Indiana Department of Correction.  
Zachery Rich-Eads, also a Fountain Square Boyz 
Gang member, pleaded guilty to Criminal Gang 
Activity and was sentenced to 335 days probation.  

•	 Problem Child Gang member Alvin Butler 
pleaded guilty to Criminal Gang Activity and 
Battery.  He was sentenced to 548 days in the 
Indiana Department of Correction and 542 days of 
probation.  In July, he was arrested and charged 
in a separate case with Intimidation, Attempted 
Battery, and Criminal Gang Activity, which is 
currently pending.  

•	 A Marion County Grand Jury indicted Tristan 
Crayton in connection with a shooting incident 
that occurred in Broad Ripple district during 
the summer.  Crayton was indicted on a total 
of 12 counts, ranging from Battery to Criminal 
Recklessness.  Four unarmed victims were injured 
by gunshot wounds.  The case is pending. 

•	 Shamus Patton had previously been sentenced 
in 2011 for shooting nine people during the 2010 
Indiana Black Expo Summer Celebration.  In June, 
he was serving an executed sentence through 
the Indiana Department of Correction at a work 
release facility where inmates are allowed passes 
to leave the facility to search for employment.  
Charged with six counts of Forgery (C Felony), 
Patton is now accused of submitting the work 
release Contact Sheets with forged signatures 
from six businesses from June 10 through June 17.  

•	 In July 2012, gunfire erupted during a late night 
fight at the Ben Davis Little League fields on 
the westside of Indianapolis. Larretha “Lala” 
Draughton was killed by the gunfire, and five 
others were injured. According to the probable 
cause affidavit, the fight was precipitated by an 
online argument between two women, Takia Rice 
and Kayla Woods, and each woman brought a 
group of individuals with them to the fight. Six 
of the parties were arrested and criminal charges 
were brought against them for their involvement:

•	 Aurelious Woods pleaded guilty to Reckless 
Homicide (C Felony) and was sentenced to eight 
years and two years of probation.  

•	 Trey Bebley pleaded guilty to Criminal 
Recklessness (C Felony) and was sentenced to four 
years.  

•	 Tyrone Mills pleaded guilty to Criminal 
Recklessness (C Felony) and was sentenced to four 
years and four years of probation.  

•	 Kayla Woods pleaded guilty to Criminal 
Recklessness (D Felony) and was sentenced to 
three years and one year of probation. 

•	 Takia Rice pleaded guilty to Criminal Recklessness 
(D Felony) and was sentenced to two years and 
three years of probation.  

•	 Tammy Carter was found guilty of two counts of 
Neglect of a Dependent (D Felony) in a court trial 
for bringing her two minor children to the fight 
and was sentenced to one year and one year of 
probation.  

Gangs, Guns & Violent Crime

Prosecutor Curry presented the 2013 Marion County 
Prosecutor’s Office Crime Fighter of the Year Award 

to Community Resurrection Partnership, a community 
action group focusing on the Near Eastside and 

Martindale-Brightwood community.
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•	 A jury found 
former IMPD 
Officer David Butler 
guilty in February 
of Robbery and 
Official Misconduct 
for taking more 
than $2,700 in cash 
from the vehicles 
of two victims 
while conducting 

unwarranted traffic stops. He was sentenced to 
eight years, with four years executed.  In July, 
Butler was sentenced to one year on home 
detention after pleading guilty to Theft and 
Official Misconduct for stealing a handgun while 
on duty.  The theft occurred in May 2010 when 
Butler was called to the scene of a deceased 
individual. The weapon was removed from the 
residence of the deceased person and later found 
in Butler’s garage.  The sentence in the second 
case will run consecutively with the sentence in the 
robbery case.  

•	 Two serial burglars, Jeffrey McCloud and Kenneth 
Ward, were convicted and sentenced for multiple 
break-ins.  Jeffrey McCloud was convicted by a 
jury on multiple counts of Burglary and Theft, 
as well as Resisting Law Enforcement, Auto 
Theft, and Possession of Methamphetamine, 
in conjunction with a string of burglaries.  He 
was sentenced to 47 years in the Department of 
Correction as a result of the convictions and the 
Habitual Offender sentencing enhancement.

•	 The second burglar, Kenneth Ward, pleaded guilty 
to multiple counts of Burglary and one count 
of Resisting Law Enforcement for his admitted 
involvement in 36 small business burglaries in 
Marion and surrounding counties. Ward was 
sentenced to 25 years in the Indiana Department 
of Correction. 

•	 In 2013, members of the MCPO’s STRIKE team 
filed more than 900 major felony drug cases, 
517 gun cases, and 724 forfeiture cases.  The 
STRIKE team works with narcotics detectives 
to investigate and prosecute crimes involving 
cocaine, methamphetamine, marijuana, and other 
controlled substances.  More than 3,000 drug cases 
were also filed in Criminal Court 14, which consists 
of D Felony and Misdemeanor offenses.  

•	 MCPO deputy prosecutors on the forfeiture 
team worked hand-in-hand with law enforcement 
officers on a number of investigations in 2013.  
They are responsible for more than $1 million in 
forfeiture funds returned to Marion County, as well 
as 266 vehicles.  As a result of their efforts, 124 
firearms are now off the streets. 

New forgery charges in 
community corrections cases

The Shamus Patton case spurred Prosecutor Curry to 
launch a new initiative with Marion County Community 
Corrections, in which MCPO began charging forgery 
cases against individuals who presented to community 
corrections staff documents believed to be forged.  
Cases are presented to MCPO after an investigation by 
community corrections. 

In several cases, the accusation is that job search passes 
are turned in with the signatures of store or restaurant 
managers who do not exist. In addition to the new 
charges, defendants face a revocation of probation on 
the underlying case for which they had been assigned 
to community corrections. If convicted on the forgery 
charges, any new sentence must be served consecutively 
to the underlying sentence and is non-suspendable.  

Seven forgery cases were filed in 2013 during the first five 
months of the effort.

Gangs, Guns & Violent Crime
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Numerous other cases of note were filed or resolved 
during 2013. 

•	 A jury convicted Glenn Beard on all charges for 
the murder of 13-year-old Jarrell Tucker in August 
2012.  Beard was sentenced to 55 years in the 
Indiana Department of Correction.  He also will 
serve ten years concurrently for Possession of a 
Firearm by a Serious Violent Felon.  

•	 Darnell Lindsay was a skilled basketball player 
who had played for the Tennessee Tech University 
basketball team.  After college, he played 
professional basketball in Europe in hopes of 
playing in the National Basketball Association.  
While on a break over the holidays in late 
2011, Darnell was staying with his girlfriend in 
Indianapolis when he engaged in a dispute on 
Facebook over comments with Michael Torres, 
his girlfriend’s ex-boyfriend.  Torres and his 
friend Julian Tuggle subsequently shot and killed 
Darnell, ending the life of a promising athlete.  
Torres was sentenced to 55 years and Tuggle was 
sentenced to 50 years in the Indiana Department 
of Correction. 

•	 In August 2012, Latoya Glass was shot and killed 
in the 3400 block of Carrollton after Michael 
Mason confronted Glass and a friend because they 
were in his neighborhood.  Eyewitness accounts 
led police to Mason, who was missing part of 
his finger on his right hand.  Just prior to the 
shooting, Mason and an accomplice burst into 
a home on the same block where a couple was 
refurbishing it.  One of the men was missing a part 
of his finger on his right hand.  Not only did the 
couple hear the gunshots that took Latoya Glass’s 
life, they contacted police because they thought 
there might be a connection, leading to the 
subsequent arrest.  A member of the Buddha Boyz 
gang and well known to police, Mason had been 
previously convicted of dealing cocaine on the 
very same block where he took Latoya Glass’s life.  
Mason was convicted of Murder and sentenced to 
65 years in the Department of Correction.  

Murder & Attempt Murder
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•	 While at the Krazy Street Bar and Grill, Brandon Hicks 
was approached by Joshua Bolin.  A fight ensued in which 
Bolin threw the first punch, hitting Hicks in the face 
once. Hicks fell backwards, pulled out a gun, and, while 
in the bar, fired multiple shots at the victim. The victim 
suffered multiple fatal gunshot wounds. A jury convicted 
Hicks of voluntary manslaughter, and he received a 40-
year executed sentence in the Indiana Department of 
Correction.

Attempt Murder

•	 Michael Farmer was convicted of battery and criminal 
recklessness for stabbing a well-liked bouncer at the 
Mucky Duck on the southside after the bouncer attempted 
to remove him from the bar.  Several of the regulars at the 
Mucky Duck grabbed Farmer, disarmed him, and held him 
until the police arrived.  The victim made a full recovery. 

•	 A jury convicted Jermaine Carter for the attempt murder 
of an IMPD police officer. While Carter claimed self-
defense and insanity, he was sentenced to 34 years in the 
Department of Correction for firing a gun at the officer.  
The officer, thankfully, was not injured.  

•	 Ricky Jackson was 18 years old when he shot his victim 
in the face with a .380 handgun at a Steak ‘n Shake 
restaurant.  Jackson was sentenced to 12 years, with seven 
served at the Department of Correction, and five years 
suspended with two years on probation.

Murder & Attempt Murder

Fatal Alcohol Crash Team 
(F.A.C.T.)

Legislative action: MCPO advocated at the 
Indiana General Assembly for Senate Bill 
168, which sought to clarify ambiguity among 
alcohol-related statutes.  The statute addresses 
chemical tests on blood and other bodily 
substance, the disclosure of results, privilege and 
liability, and admissible results and limitation. 

The intention of MCPO efforts was to clarify the 
language to ensure the integrity of blood draws 
and protect the rights of a defendant.  The new 
statute removes arbitrary restrictions on those 
persons authorized to draw blood and provides 
that samples, test results, and testimony may be 
admitted in a proceeding in accordance with the 
applicable rules of evidence. 

Case of Note: Jerrel Watkins pleaded guilty 
to two counts of Operating a Vehicle while 
Intoxicated Causing Serious Bodily Injury and 
one count of Failure to Stop after an Accident.  
The charges stemmed from a June 2012 crash, 
which resulted in significant injuries to IMPD 
Officer Santos Cortez.  Watkins was sentenced 
to three years in the Indiana Department of 
Correction, followed by 180 days in Community 
Corrections, which was the maximum possible 
sentence under current Indiana law.
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•	 David Gavin and Lonnie Carson pleaded guilty in a 
spree of two armed robberies in which it appeared they 
targeted Hispanic males.  Both victims appeared for 
depositions with the assistance of MCPO interpreter 
Maria Wildridge, which convinced the defendants to 
sign guilty pleas.  Gavin was sentenced to eight years 
in the Department of Correction, and Carson was 
sentenced to ten years in the Department of Correction 
for their crimes.

•	 A jury convicted Brandon Moss of Robbery (A Felony) 
and Burglary (A Felony) after he robbed and shot his 
victims. Moss was sentenced to 40 years executed in 
the Indiana Department of Correction.

•	 From May 22 through June 9, Ronald Hardin, Roderick Woodard-Ward, and Devonte McFarland allegedly 
robbed and carjacked six victims. As detailed in the probable cause affidavits, the victims were ordered out 
of the vehicles at gunpoint, and many were also forced to lie on the ground.  A total of 12 charges, ranging 
from Criminal Confinement to Robbery, were filed against the defendants.  All of the cases are pending.

•	 Jason Scott was charged in connection with a series of robberies that occurred in multiple police 
jurisdictions in Marion County.  Scott had committed robberies in IMPD districts, and he robbed four 
Speedway gas stations in Beech Grove.  The police departments of IMPD and Beech Grove, along with the 
FBI, worked with MCPO to assemble evidence showing a pattern of criminal activity.  Scott was convicted 
of all four robberies and was sentenced to eight years, four years in the Indiana Department of Correction 
and four years suspended. 

•	 Curtis White was charged in connection with a series of robberies that again occurred in multiple 
jurisdictions, but all involving robberies of clerks at Dollar General stores. White committed these 
robberies while armed.   White was tracked to a location in Hamilton County, where surveillance was 
conducted and where he was ultimately apprehended.  He confessed and pleaded guilty to all five 
robberies.  White is currently serving six years in the Indiana Department of Correction.  

•	 Jesse Williams, Tyrai Henning, Christopher Halsell, and Royce Johnson all have been charged in 
connection with an alleged series of armed carjackings and attempted robberies that occurred on 
December 9, 2013.  While the crimes were allegedly committed in the IMPD jurisdiction, Lawrence 
police spotted the stolen vehicles, leading to a lengthy vehicle pursuit that ultimately resulted in the 
apprehension of all four defendants and the recovery of two of the vehicles. The case is pending.

Robbery

Our commitment lies in not only 
prosecuting criminals once a 
crime has been committed, but 
helping to target the root of this 
activity, prevent it, and improve 
public safety in our community.

Terry Curry, Prosecutor
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•	 A jury found Tyrone Ice guilty on two counts of 
Criminal Deviate Conduct (B Felony), Attempt 
Rape (B Felony), and Sexual Battery (D Felony).  
The victim’s compelling testimony helped secure 
the conviction, and Ice was sentenced to 15 years 
in the Department of Correction.  

•	 Pau Sang and his wife are political refugees from 
Malaysia and arrived in Indiana in December 
2012.  They speak Burmese.  Sang had a drinking 
problem and a pattern of raping his young wife, 
particularly after she had a child last year.  The 
wife called Exodus Refugee Immigration for help, 
and deputy prosecutors secured a conviction on 
Rape (B Felony) and Criminal Confinement (D 
Felony).  Sang was sentenced to a total of ten years, 
six of which will be served in the Department of 
Correction, four years suspended, with three of 
those years on sex offender probation.  His wife 
lives today in a safe environment with her child. 

•	 While armed with a handgun, John Frazier 
confronted his victim in her driveway while she 
was taking out her trash.  He raped his victim.  
DNA was collected from the victim, which 
subsequently allowed for a match in the CODIS 
database.  The victim also was able to identify 
Frazier in a photo array.  Frazier pleaded guilty 
to Rape (A Felony).  With the habitual offender 
sentencing enhancement, Frazier was sentenced to 
80 years in the Department of Correction, with ten 
years suspended. 

•	 Eddie Horton was charged with Sexual Misconduct 
with a Minor (B Felony), Sexual Misconduct with a 
Minor (C Felony), and two counts of Child Molest.  
The incidents took place between 2008 and 2012, 
and the victims were family members.  While the 
case was pending, deputy prosecutors learned 
that there were other family members who had 
allegedly been molested by the defendant. The 
statute of limitations on those alleged offenses 
had expired, preventing deputy prosecutors from 
filing charges.  However, the alleged prior victims 
cooperated with the prosecution and felt their 

participation in the process gave them a sense of 
closure and justice. Eddie Horton was found guilty 
on five of the counts and sentenced to 16 years in 
the Department of Correction. 

•	 Mark McCoy was charged with 28 counts of child 
molesting and related counts stemming from 
a criminal episode that spanned several days.  
McCoy forced his two young sons to engage in 
sexual acts with his live-in girlfriend.  Her young 
son also was forced to participate.  The allegations 
surfaced when McCoy moved from Indianapolis 
to live with family in southern Indiana, where he 
then bragged about some of his sexual exploits 
to his stepfather and was found to have child 
pornography on his computer.  Because of a 
strong rapport with Department of Child Services 
caseworkers, the children gave their accounts of 
what occurred.  McCoy was convicted on multiple 
counts at a bench trial and was sentenced to 93 
years in the Department of Correction.  

•	 Marvin Garner repeatedly molested the two young 
daughters of his live-in girlfriend over a two-year 
period.  The victims disclosed the abuse after 
approximately five years, and the only evidence 
was their testimony.  Following a one-day bench 
trial, Garner was convicted on four counts of Child 
Molesting (A Felony) and was sentenced to 60 
years, 40 of which will be served in the Department 
of Correction.  Garner was 79 years old at the time 
of his sentencing.

•	 Otis Jetter molested his victim repeatedly as a 
child and young adult.  Jetter was the victim’s 
pastor.  The victim disclosed the abuse at the age 
of 30, and the only evidence deputy prosecutors 
had was his testimony.  Early in the process, the 
victim was unable to discuss the abuse, but gave a 
detailed account of what happened to him during 
the trial.  Jetter was convicted on all counts and is 
slated for sentencing in 2014.  

Sex Crimes
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•	 MCPO worked with IMPD, the Jackson County 
Sheriff’s Department (Michigan), and the Jackson 
County Prosecuting Attorney (Michigan) on 
a multi-state child sex abuse case that led to 
the guilty plea of a former PTO president and 
the arrest of a former Indiana school principal. 
Jill Miller, of Clarklake, Michigan, and Michael 
Ettenberger, Indianapolis, allegedly participated 
in the online solicitation of child sexually abusive 
material. 

Sex Crimes

Domestic Violence
•	 Oscar Diaz Flores broke into the home of the 

mother of his children in violation of a No Contact 
Order.  He waited in a closet for her to come 
home and then battered and confined her.  She 
escaped by jumping off a second-floor balcony, 
breaking her foot and ankle in the process.  After 
a bench trial, Flores was convicted of Burglary (A 
Felony), Confinement (C Felony), Strangulation (D 
Felony), Domestic Battery (A Misdemeanor), and 
Invasion of Privacy (A Misdemeanor).  He received 
a total sentence of 30 years, all executed, in the 
Department of Correction.  The case was affirmed 
on appeal.  

•	 It is an unfortunate reality of the cycle of domestic 
violence that a victim will often recant the 
allegations against the perpetrator.  Dee Ward 
assaulted his girlfriend with a belt, and four 
days later she disappeared. As a result of careful 
documentation of the history of the assault and the 
victim’s extensive injuries by medical personnel, 
including the paramedic and emergency room 
nurse who treated her, deputy prosecutors were 
able to prosecute the case even without the 
attendance of the victim, who did not testify at 
trial.  Ward was convicted of Battery and sentenced 
to four years in the Indiana Department of 
Correction. 

•	 In a similar case, Cameron Mayfield was convicted 
of battering the pregnant mother of his child in 
the presence of law enforcement, his child, and 
a civilian witness.  The case proceeded to bench 
trial without the victim’s cooperation, although 
she did appear at trial and was called to testify 
by defendant.  Despite her insistence that the 
defendant had never hit her and did not cause 
her pain or injury, the defendant was convicted 
of Battery (C Felony).  Claiming to be a sovereign 
citizen, Mayfield represented himself.  He has 
appealed his sentence of seven years.   

•	 Andrew Wallace had been in and out of jail for 
multiple crimes, including a 2009 conviction for 
attempting to strangle the mother of his children.  
He was convicted again of battering both the 
mother of his children and their two young 
daughters, for which he received the Habitual 
Offender Sentencing enhancement.  He was 
sentenced to more than 11 years in the Department 
of Correction.  
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•	 Gabriel McQuay has appeared in domestic 
violence court before, with different victims 
every time.  In nearly every case, his victims have 
recanted and failed to come to court.  On his last 
case, his behavior demonstrated an escalating 
pattern of violence.  Deputy prosecutors again 
tried the case without a victim, and McQuay was 
convicted.  He was sentenced to an executed 
sentence of three years in the Indiana Department 
of Correction. 

•	 Edrece Bryant had been convicted of beating his 
victim on five separate occasions in two different 
states. He also had been arrested for numerous 
other alleged domestic violence-related charges 
that were dismissed.  The victim cooperated with 
deputy prosecutors, and Bryant was convicted at trial.  
Bryant is currently serving three years executed on 
Work Release on Strict Compliance.  

•	 Michael Miller pleaded guilty to Criminal 
Confinement (B Felony) for terrorizing his 
girlfriend and holding her captive at knifepoint 
for more than ten hours. He received 20 years 
executed, including 16 years in the Department of 
Correction. 

•	 Anthony Smith’s victim continued to cooperate 
with MCPO deputy prosecutors when Smith 
posted a $100,000 surety bond, cut off his GPS 
bracelet, and disappeared. Deputy prosecutors 
charged Smith with Residential Entry (D Felony) 
and Invasion of Privacy (A Misdemeanor) and, due 
to Smith’s felony convictions, the habitual offender 
sentencing enhancement. Smith was sentenced 
to six and a half years in the Department of 

Correction.  He later appealed the Invasion of 
Privacy conviction, which was upheld by the 
Indiana Court of Appeals. 

•	 In 2013, the Domestic Violence Unit made great 
strides in educating law enforcement, other public 
safety agencies, and medical communities about 
strangulation cases.  Strangulation is one of the 
most lethal assaults a perpetrator of domestic 
violence can commit.  A victim of a strangulation 
assault is 600 percent more likely to become the 
victim of an attempted homicide and 700 percent 
more likely to become the victim of a homicide at 
the perpetrator’s hands.  

•	 Such MCPO outreach efforts included numerous 
presentations and trainings.  A deputy prosecutor 
and a forensic nurse briefed officers at IMPD 
district roll calls about strangulation assaults, 
including tips on what to look for and how to 
investigate when responding to these types 
of domestic crimes.  A team of two deputy 
prosecutors, two forensic nurses, two IMPD 
detectives, and one victim advocate attended a 
four-day conference on strangulation prevention 
in order to better educate, investigate, prosecute, 
and ultimately prevent strangulation assaults.  
MCPO conducted multiple formal and informal 
presentations on strangulation to deputy 
prosecutors and outside agencies.  MCPO deputy 
prosecutors also utilized forensic nurse examiners 
as expert witnesses at trial in order to educate 
members of the jury as well as the judiciary about 
these types of crimes.

•	 MCPO continued to collaborate with IMPD 
and various other agencies on Baker One, a 
comprehensive strategy to combat domestic 
violence by focusing on the most dangerous 
domestic violence offenders.  The initiative 
received $900,000 in grant funding from the 
U.S. Department of Justice to continue its work.  
MCPO authored the grant. 

Domestic Violence
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•	 Using existing resources, MCPO added an additional full-time deputy 
prosecutor to work on the increasing number of gun-related crimes in 
Marion County.  This deputy prosecutor works proactively with state 
and federal law enforcement partners to investigate and prosecute 
felony gun crimes that are B and C Felonies.  Many of these cases 
involve narcotics and unlawful possession of a firearm by a Serious 
Violent Felon. 

•	 MCPO continued its partnership to crack down on gun cases with the 
United States Attorney’s Office by designating a deputy prosecutor as 
a Special Assistant United States Attorney in the Southern District of 
Indiana.  In 2013, eight defendants were charged in federal court with 
Felon in Possession of a Firearm, while one defendant was charged 
federally as an Armed Career Criminal. 

•	 In 2013, STRIKE deputy prosecutors focused on strengthening the 
charge of Conspiracy to Commit Unlawful Possession of a Firearm by 
a Serious Violent Felon (SVF).  Too often, an individual is arrested on a 
SVF charge, and in the course of the investigation, a second individual, 
often a wife or girlfriend, claims ownership of the firearm in an attempt 
to have the SVF charge dismissed.  These claims are generally easy 
to disprove.  When supported by evidence, the STRIKE team also now 
charges alleged conspirators with Conspiracy to Commit Unlawful 
Possession of a Firearm by a Serious Violent Felon (B Felony).  To date, 
one defendant has pleaded guilty, and the charge has survived two 
legal challenges on Motions to Dismiss. 

•	 Michael Civils was on his third day of home detention when police officers arrived to serve an arrest warrant 
on an unrelated person.  The officers recovered a 12 gauge shotgun which had been custom-modified into 
a pistol grip.  Civils was charged with Unlawful Possession of a Firearm by a Serious Violent Felon and was 
sentenced to 9 years in the Department of Correction. 

•	 When an IMPD officer became involved in a high speed chase with an SUV that had been racing another 
vehicle, the driver bailed from the SUV and was not apprehended at the time.  An AK-47 with a drum 
magazine was found in the SUV’s back seat.  A subsequent investigation identified Chantler Johnson as 
the primary suspect.  After thorough case preparation by the deputy prosecutor, Johnson pleaded guilty 
to Unlawful Possession of a Firearm by a Serious Violent Felon and was sentenced to seven years in the 
Department of Correction, followed by one year in Community Corrections.

•	 Deonta Gordon was convicted by prosecutors for Carrying a Handgun without a License (C Felony).  The 
weapon involved was a Glock Semi-automatic handgun with an extended thirty-three (33) round magazine.  
Gordon was sentenced to six years, with two years in the Department of Corrections followed by four in 
Community Corrections.  

Guns
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•	 The Metro Drug Task Force is a multi-agency 
task force led by MCPO and IMPD.  Metro Drug, 
working with members of the Federal Drug 
Enforcement Agency (DEA), conducted two 
separate investigations on March 7 that resulted 
in the seizures of large quantities of narcotics, 
vehicles, and cash. During a “buy/bust” arrest and 
subsequent search, approximately 1,500 grams of 
cocaine was seized with a street value of $150,000. 
Fernando Lopez, Antonio Giselle Fernandez, and 
Alfredo Nunez were arrested and charged with 
Dealing Cocaine (A Felony). Also seized were 
a stolen handgun, two vehicles, and more than 
$30,000 in cash.   

•	 Curtis Lee, Johanney Quintana, and Darnell 
Beverly pleaded guilty to multiple felonies in 
April for distributing heroin from South Bend 
to Cleveland, Indianapolis, and Louisville.  The 
defendants were arrested in 2012 after a wiretap 
investigation by the Indiana State Police that 
also resulted in the seizure of four kilograms 
of heroin. Lee pleaded guilty as charged with 
no plea agreement to three Class A felonies 
and was sentenced to 35 years in the Indiana 
Department of Correction, with ten years 
suspended.  Quintana pleaded guilty to one 
Class A felony and was sentenced to 30 years 
in the Department of Correction with ten years 

suspended.  Darnell Beverly pleaded guilty to 
two Class A felonies, resulting in a sentence of 25 
years in the Department of Correction with five 
years suspended. 

•	 On March 3, Iowa DEA agents seized five 
pounds of methamphetamine.  Through 
surveillance, agents determined the drugs came 
from Indianapolis.  Follow up investigation on 
Indianapolis’ westside by Metro Drug Task Force 
and DEA resulted in the search of a residence 
and the seizure of five more pounds of meth.  In 
total, the ten pounds of meth were estimated to 
have a street value of approximately $240,000.  
Law enforcement agents also seized one vehicle 
and $515.  Eliseo Carrillo was arrested on federal 
charges of Trafficking in Methamphetamine.

•	 A two-year investigation dubbed “Operation Five 
Dollar Footlong” led to 16 arrests on 21 warrants 
on October 17 of an alleged drug ring which 
imported thousands of pounds of marijuana into 
Indianapolis.  Eleven defendants were charged at 
the state level in Marion County, and ten suspects 
were charged in federal court. MCPO and Metro 
Drug Task Force were intimately involved in the 
investigation along with DEA and other local and 
federal agencies.

Drugs
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•	 Darwin Wilson was sentenced to 35 years 
in the Department of Correction on charges 
including Dealing in Cocaine and Resisting 
Law Enforcement.  He also had a prior Dealing 
conviction and had fled while out of custody.  

•	 Frank Blythe was convicted in a bench trial for 
Dealing in Heroin and Dealing in Suboxone.  He 
received the maximum sentence of 20 years in the 
Department of Correction.

•	 After a seven part bench trial, Adam Taylor was 
convicted of Unlawful Possession of a Firearm 
by a Serious Violent Felon, Dealing in Marijuana, 
two Possession charges, and Resisting Law 
Enforcement.  At sentencing, he blamed the State 
for not legalizing marijuana and argued it should 
not be illegal for him to carry a gun for protection, 
even though he is a convicted felon.  Taylor 
was sentenced to 16 years in the Department of 
Correction.

•	 After 14 minutes of deliberations, a jury convicted 
Craig Hatchett of Dealing in Cocaine.  He is slated 
for sentencing in January 2014.  

•	 Joshua Troutman was sentenced to 30 years, 
with 20 years executed and 10 years suspended 
for Dealing in Cocaine.  At least 14 of those years 
will be served in the Department of Correction.  In 
an unrelated case, Troutman was also accused by a 
civilian witness of bribing her to prevent her from 
testifying against him in a firearm case.  

•	 Antonio Hugley was convicted by a jury of 
Dealing in Cocaine and Dealing in Marijuana.  He 
was sentenced to 30 years in the Department of 
Correction.

•	 Jonah Long was convicted at a bench trial of 
Dealing in Methamphetamine and Resisting Law 
Enforcement.  He was sentenced to 30 years in the 
Department of Correction. 

•	 Greg Allen pleaded Guilty to Dealing in Cocaine 
on the morning of his scheduled jury trial.  He 
was sentenced to 35 years in the Department of 
Correction. 

•	 In conjunction with the Indiana State Police, 
MCPO worked on the local end of an international 
spice distribution case.  Spice is an exceedingly 
dangerous synthetic drug.  State search warrants 
resulted in the seizure of large quantities of pure 
spice materials and ready for sale spice-treated 
organic product.  The State Police seized 30 
pounds of pure spice product, which could have 
been distributed as thousands of pounds of spice-
treated organic materials, as well as in excess of 
1,500 pounds of spice-treated organic materials.

•	 MCPO created the Prescription Offense Unit to 
address the emerging epidemic of prescription 
drug fraud.  The unit targets medical professionals 
who are operating outside the scope of the 
medical practice or people utilizing the identity of 
those medical professionals.  

Drugs
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•	 Several new developments were announced in 
connection with the Richmond Hill Subdivision 
explosion which occurred in November, 2012.  
In February, MCPO requested a Life Sentence 
Without Parole for Mark Leonard, Monserrate 
Shirley, and Bob Leonard, Jr.  The three defendants 
are charged with two counts of Murder in the 
deaths of Dion and Jennifer Longworth in 
connection with the explosion.   

•	 All three defendants were charged with an 
additional count of Arson (B Felony) for damage 
to houses in Richmond Hill that did not require 
demolition.  MCPO also filed an additional charge 
of Insurance Fraud (C Felony) against Monserrate 
Shirley and an additional charge of Conspiracy 
to Commit Insurance Fraud (C Felony) against 
Shirley and Mark Leonard.  In addition to murder, 
the three defendants had been originally charged 
with one count of Conspiracy to Commit Arson 
(A Felony), 12 counts of Arson (A Felony), and 33 
Counts of Arson (B Felony).  Mark Leonard and 
Shirley are each charged with an additional count of 
Conspiracy to Commit Arson (B Felony). 

•	 In March, Prosecutor Curry announced that Mark 
Leonard had been charged with Conspiracy to 
Commit Murder (A Felony) for his alleged role in 
a murder for hire plan.  As alleged in the probable 

cause affidavit, Leonard attempted to arrange, 
through an inmate housed in the same cell block, for 
the murder of a potential witness in the Richmond 
Hill explosion case.   

•	 The case involving the Richmond Hill explosion 
involves at least 200 witnesses, approximately 
20 out-of-state witnesses, and more than 1,000 
exhibits.  The court has granted separate trials 
for each of the three defendants.  The first trial is 
slated for 2014.  MCPO has petitioned the court 
to present all of the evidence common to each 
defendant in a single trial at which three separate 
juries would participate.  This is an unusual 
concept designed to save time and expense, while 
complying with court order to have separate 
determinations for each defendant.  The court has 
not yet ruled on that request. 

•	 While unrelated to the Richmond Hill explosion, 
MCPO in February also charged Mark Leonard 
and David Gill with Conspiracy to Commit 
Insurance Fraud (C Felony).  By such charge, it 
is alleged in the probable cause affidavit that 
Leonard and Gill conspired to submit an insurance 
claim that a motorcycle had been stolen, when in 
fact the motorcycle had been disassembled by the 
defendants. 

Major Case

Richmond Hill Explosion
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MCPO dedicates significant resources to moving offenders 
through the criminal justice system, particularly those who commit 
D Felony and Misdemeanor offenses.  A cohesive team of deputy 
prosecutors, paralegals, and support staff expedited these cases 
effectively and efficiently, which had a lasting impact on victims, 
the community, and taxpayers.

•	 Major felony charges are filed only after being screened by 
MCPO personnel.  This screening function is the responsibility 
of the major felony Criminal Charging Division, which consists 
of five deputy prosecutors and support staff, as well as deputy 
prosecutors and support staff in the Community Prosecution 
Division and other MCPO deputy prosecutors.  This function 
could not be more important, in that the screening step in a 
prosecution is generally the first point of contact between law 
enforcement investigators and MCPO.  The excellent working 
relationship between MCPO and all local, state, and federal 
public safety agencies is a direct result of the excellent work 
of such staff.  Indeed, the charges filed in virtually every case 
described in this report are the product of a collaborative 
analysis of the circumstances of each case by a MCPO staff 
member and corresponding law enforcement investigator. 

•	 In 2013, the D Felony unit conducted 54 jury trials, 36 of which 
resulted in a conviction on at least one charge.

•	 Through November of 2013, MCPO’s Bad Check program 
returned approximately $120,000 in restitution to merchants 
who were victims of bad check writers.  Since the program’s 
inception in 2000, victims have received a total of $4.8 million 
in restitution. 

•	 In 2013, MCPO deputy prosecutors and staff members at the 
Arrestee Processing Center processed and screened a total of 
10,977 misdemeanor traffic and non-traffic tickets.  

•	 Approximately 1,984 first-time offenders entered diversion 
agreements with MCPO in 2013.  While approximately 829 
of defendants with diversion agreements were indigent, 1,141 
of the participants paid deferral fees, resulting in a total of 
$340,000.00 collected in fees. 

Charging, Prosecution & 
Post Conviction

Laws amended allowing 
sealing of criminal records

In 2013, legislative changes 
expanded the state’s restricted 
access statutes with regard to prior 
convictions and arrests. Individuals 
can now petition to have their 
arrest and conviction records sealed 
from public access under several 
circumstances, including an arrest 
that did not lead to a conviction and 
certain misdemeanor and felony 
convictions.

Each petition for restricted access 
to a conviction is reviewed by 
MCPO for technical accuracy and, 
in cases resulting in serious bodily 
injury or committed by an elected 
official, written permission from the 
Prosecutor is required to complete 
the petition filing. As a result, 
MCPO has created an Expungement 
Committee to review such requests. 

Since the new statute went into effect 
on July 1, 2013, MCPO has received 
201 petition requests for conviction 
records and more than 250 petition 
requests for arrest records.

For more information on this process 
in Marion County, please visit 
www.Indy.gov/MCPO/
RecordSealRequests.
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Since taking office in 2011, Prosecutor Curry has placed significant emphasis on investigating fraud and 
abuse cases, white collar crime, and corruption.  The priority on white collar crime has included developing 
partnerships with state and federal agencies to crack down on those individuals who perpetrate fraud against 
Hoosier taxpayers. 

•	 On February 1, Prosecutor Curry and Indiana Department 
of Workforce Development (DWD) Commissioner Scott 
B. Sanders announced a partnership to investigate and 
prosecute individuals accused of claiming fraudulent 
Unemployment Insurance benefits from the state. 
Jurisdiction for these cases falls within Marion County 
because DWD’s online benefit filing server is located in 
Indianapolis. This partnership alleviates the difficulty of 
prosecutors outside Marion County establishing venue 
because UI claims are filed online, as well as issues arising 
because of the intricacy of the UI system.  

•	 As part of the partnership with DWD, an MCPO deputy prosecutor has been assigned to handle the UI 
cases.  Individuals believed to be intentionally falsifying information to receive Unemployment Insurance 
benefits are most commonly charged with Welfare Fraud (C Felony). To date, 21 cases have been filed in 
Marion County. Eight convictions have resulted in approximately $287,000 in restitution of fraudulently 
obtained benefits and statutory penalties ordered thus far.

•	 At the request of a Congressional subcommittee, Commissioner Sanders presented testimony in September 
regarding the unique DWD and MCPO partnership to prosecute individuals who are accused of fraudulent 
Unemployment Insurance claims.  The Congressional subcommittee sought the testimony as an example of 
aggressive efforts to discourage abuse of the system and improve the integrity of this important safety net.

White Collar Crime & Corruption

Those who are taking advantage of 
the system are obviously in fact taking 
advantage of honest taxpayers...  
we would certainly hope that those 
contemplating cheating to obtain such 
benefits will get the message that 
we will find you and prosecute you.

Terry Curry, Prosecutor
on Unemployment Insurance fraud
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•	 Charges were filed in an alleged Ponzi scheme 
that defrauded ten victims, nine of whom were 
elderly, out of more than $580,000. Thomas 
Redmond, Jr. used shared Christian beliefs to 
secure and maintain the trust of several of his 
victims.  He was sentenced to 15 years, 10 years 
executed, and ordered to pay restitution to the 
victims. MCPO prosecuted the case following 
an investigation conducted by Indiana 
Secretary of State Securities Division.

•	 An investigation by MCPO Grand Jury 
investigators uncovered that from May 2008 
to July 2012, Karen Armacost stole more 
than $681,000 from her employer, Greenwood 
Orthopaedics, PC.  Armacost was sentenced 
to six years in the Indiana Department of 
Correction and three years of probation.

•	 Indianapolis attorney David Rees pleaded 
guilty to Theft (C Felony) and Obstruction of 
Justice (D Felony) for diverting $270,549 to 
his personal benefit from an estate in which 
he served as personal representative.  The 
charge of Obstruction of Justice arose from 
a fraudulent Final Accounting Rees filed 
with the Marion County Probate Court which 
purported to show the stolen funds still in the 
estate.

•	 Christina Lynn-Wright was the fiscal director 
for the Indiana Association for Child Care 
Resource and Referral, an organization 
that receives state and federal funding 
through a grant from the Indiana Family 
and Social Services Administration. Wright 
was responsible for accounting, payroll and 
benefits, billing, and accounts receivable.  
Following an investigation by the Indiana 
Inspector General, MCPO deputy prosecutors 
charged Wright with 33 counts of Forgery and 
one count of Theft for more than $198,000 in 
checks allegedly made payable to herself but 
logged in the check ledger as being paid to 
vendors.  The case is set for trial in January 
2014.

Prosecuting real estate schemes

•	 In April, a jury convicted Shela Amos for a 
scheme in which she led victims to believe that 
they were legitimately purchasing vacant homes 
that Amos did not own or have the legal authority 
to sell.  She was sentenced to 34 years in the 
Indiana Department of Correction.  

Her colleague Beverly Cannedy, who also was 
involved in the scheme, pleaded guilty in May.  
Preying primarily upon members of the Latino 
community, both Amos and Cannedy claim to 
be sovereign citizens and thus not subject to any 
federal or state law.   

•	 Yet another alleged sovereign citizen, Wendell 
Brown was convicted by a jury of two C Felonies 
after taking possession of an abandoned home 
that he did not own.  

As a sovereign citizen, he also filed liens 
against police officers and one civilian because 
he disputed the circumstances of a lawful 
arrest.  The checks he used to pay the Marion 
County Recorder for the filing fee of such 
liens belonged to a closed account.  He also 
purchased a lawnmower from the same closed 
account.  He was sentenced to two years in the 
Indiana Department of Correction, two years in 
Community Corrections and two years probation. 

White Collar Crime & Corruption
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•	 In another case involving the Indiana Association 
for Child Care Resource and Referral, Marsha 
Thompson was charged in December with 
one count of Forgery and two counts of Theft 
stemming from allegations of unauthorized use 
of agency funds for personal use and submission 
of fraudulent timesheets while working as the 
organization’s executive director.  The case is pending.

•	 A second case referred by the Indiana Inspector 
General resulted in 34 counts of Forgery, Theft, 
and Conspiracy against Michelle Milburn, Tessa 
Rooney, Andrea Brown, and Kathleen White.  The 
defendants are alleged to have crafted a child 
support scheme in which they diverted federal 
child support funds into their own bank accounts, 
resulting in a $40,000 loss to the State of Indiana.  
At the time of the alleged crime, Milburn was 
employed by the Xerox, which oversees the state 
computer program 
system that manages 
child support 
payments in Indiana.  

•	 In August, 
Indianapolis 
physician Dr. Segun 
Rasaki was charged 
with 24 felonies for 
allegedly writing 
prescriptions 
for painkiller 
medications without 
a legitimate purpose, 
outside the usual 
course of professional 
practice, or without a 
license.  He also faces 
a charge of Insurance 
Fraud.  Prosecutor 
Curry was joined by 
Indiana Attorney 
General Greg Zoeller 
and DEA Special 
Agent Dennis 

Wichern in the announcement, each representing 
cooperating agencies involved in the investigation 
of the case. 

•	 Two members of a metal theft ring were sentenced 
in 2013.  Jimichael Parker pleaded guilty to and 
was sentenced for his role in leading a metal theft 
ring that, over the course of ten months, burglarized 
four properties in Marion County and one in 
Madison County.  The victims incurred an estimated 
$282,000 in repairs.  Parker was sentenced to six 
years in the Indiana Department of Correction. 

The second member of the ring, Gerald Joyce, 
was sentenced to ten years in the Department of 
Correction, which included the Habitual Offender 
sentencing enhancement.  The MCPO Multi-
Jurisdictional Offender Strategy Team (M.O.S.T.) 
prosecuted the cases of Parker, Joyce, and their 
associates. 

•	 Since 1997, 
Marcos Lopez 
fraudulently used a 
Social Security number 
that he purchased 
from an individual in 
Chicago.  A Grand Jury 
investigation uncovered 
that a 15 year-old boy 
was the owner of the 
Social Security number, 
and Lopez was charged 
with Forgery and Identity 
Deception.  He pleaded 
guilty and was sentenced 
to two years in the 
Department of Correction.  
Following his release from 
prison, he is expected to 
be deported to Mexico. 

White Collar Crime & Corruption

Prescription medications have unfortunately 
become the drug of choice for many who abuse 
drugs in our community.  Let there be no mistake 
that we will hold accountable any unscrupulous 
professional who thinks they can profit by 
facilitating the distribution of such drugs.

Terry Curry, Prosecutor
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•	 MCPO continued to investigate and prosecute 
Common Wage violations against contractors 
and subcontractors who fail to pay required wages 
on public construction projects.  Common Wage 
violation charges were filed against Indianapolis 
contractor David Roark for alleged underpayment 
of employees on an Indianapolis Housing 
Authority project 
in violation of the 
Indiana Common 
Wage statute. 
The charges 
marked only the 
second time that 
a Common Wage 
criminal case 
has been filed in 
Indiana, both of 
which were filed 
by MCPO.

•	 After nearly 
a yearlong 
investigation 
by the Grand Jury Division, Jorge Rodrigo Lopez 
Chinchilla was charged with Corrupt Business 
Influence, four counts of Forgery (C Felony), 
and five counts of Theft (D Felony) for allegedly 
defrauding victims by representing himself as 
an attorney and taking payment for services 
which were not rendered.  Lopez allegedly took 
payments from four Latino families involved in 
federal immigration cases and provided fraudulent 
documents which he claimed were receipts for 
services. 

•	 Stephanie Hicks was charged with Theft (C 
Felony) and two counts of Forgery (C Felony) for 
the unauthorized, personal use of a credit card 
and checking account while working as the office 
manager of Pleasant View Lutheran Church. Hicks 
is accused of stealing more than $177,000 between 
January 1, 2011, and May 31, 2013.  

•	 Charles Chestnut pleaded guilty to Fraud on a 
Financial institution (C Felony) and Counterfeiting 
(D Felony) in connection with a check 
counterfeiting operation that he was running 
from a room at a west side Wingate Inn.  He was 
sentenced to six years in the Indiana Department 
of Correction. 

•	 Nafeesha Davis 
was charged with 
17 counts, including 
Forgery, Perjury, 
Welfare Fraud, and 
Theft, for allegedly 
receiving food 
stamps, Medicaid, 
and even child care, 
while she had a full 
time job and was 
married to the man 
who ran the day care 
where her children 
stayed.  Her alleged 
actions resulted 

in a loss of $75,000 to the State of Indiana.  The 
investigation was conducted in conjunction 
with the Indiana Family and Social Services 
Administration.

•	 Seven women who allegedly called themselves the 
“Get Money Team” were charged in conjunction 
with more than 20 reported incidents of retail 
theft in Marion County and surrounding counties. 
In addition to Corrupt Business Influence and 
Theft charges, Battery charges stemmed from an 
incident in which, according to the probable cause 
affidavit, two of the women assaulted a retail sales 
clerk when the clerk asked to look into a bag after 
the store security system sounded.  The arrests of 
five of the women were the result of a cooperative 
investigation by IMPD’s Downtown District and 
MCPO’s Multi-Jurisdictional Offender Strategy 
Team (M.O.S.T.). 

White Collar Crime & Corruption

21 Report to the Community 2013 | Marion County Prosecutor’s Office | Terry Curry, Prosecutor



•	 Edward Shadday, John Bodine, Teresa Rivers, 
Justin Stanback, Joshua Thornton, Paul Smith, 
Kramon Grayson, Christopher Thompson, 
Anthony Roberts, and Thomas King are the 
alleged members of a counterfeit check ring in 
which counterfeit checks were given to those 
defendants to pass.  The victims included the Pike 
Township Trustee, a Community Development 
Fund, a trust fund set up for assistance purposes, 
and an attorney’s trust account.  Seven members 
had pleaded guilty by the end of 2013 and are 
either in prison or awaiting sentencing. Joshua 
Thornton is set for a plea hearing in January 2014 
and Thomas King was acquitted at trial. MCPO 
worked with U.S. Postal Inspectors to investigate 
and prosecute the case.

•	 MCPO deputy prosecutors worked with the 
federal Department of Homeland Security and the 
Speedway Police Department to investigate and 
charge Jeremy West for his alleged role in stealing 
injectable pain killer from a locked storage room 
at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.  An employee 
of Rural Metro Ambulance, West was responsible 
for overseeing treatment bags that went to the IMS 
during the month of May, as well as the locked 
storage room.  The case is pending. 

•	 Jeremy Henderson, Jamison Scott, Terrel 
Kay, Dominque Miller, and Arron Smith were 
members of a dangerous local auto theft ring.  
A cooperative effort among MCPO, National 
Crime Insurance Bureau, IMPD, Lawrence Police 
Department, and Indiana State Police identified 
the above individuals as part of a group that was 
routinely stealing cars.  Investigators created a 
storefront as part of the sting operation in order 
to purchase the stolen vehicles, and where guns 
were also traded and sold by the suspects. Deputy 
prosecutors filed Corrupt Business Influence 
(RICO), money laundering, and auto theft charges 
against the ringleaders, all of whom have pleaded 
guilty.  While the multi-agency partnership was 
unprecedented, it achieved the common goal of 
getting a significant number of guns off the streets 
and dismantling a core auto theft ring. 

•	 Nine individuals were charged with 32 counts 
of Forgery, Theft, and Counterfeiting as a part 
of an alleged citywide scheme of reproducing 
United States currency and then spending the 
counterfeit money around the city. Counterfeit 
bills were allegedly spent in a wide variety of ways, 
from buying garage sale items from innocent 
city residents to a J.C. Penney shopping spree.  
The nine defendants – Amber Sanders, Brandon 
Simons, David Killinger, Nathaniel Everett, Jamie 
Moon, Kenneth Blair, Cryslia Gonzalez, Wilma 
Pinkard, and Keith Desjarlais – are also the alleged 
makers of the counterfeit bills.  

White Collar Crime & Corruption

A priority of our office is the 
ability to investigate and 
prosecute not only obvious street 
level crime, but to also take on 
sophisticated crime through 
long-term investigations and 
use of criminal offenses such as 
racketeering. 

These arrests are yet another 
example of our commitment to 
vigorously prosecute organized 
crime rings operating in our 
community.

Terry Curry, Prosecutor
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•	 MCPO worked with National Crime Insurance 
Bureau, Social Security Administration, Lawrence 
Police Department, and Indiana State Police to 
investigate a group who allegedly was using 
stolen Social Security Numbers to open lines of 
credit.  Once the defendants established credit, 
they allegedly purchased clothing, electronics, and 
$30,000 Chevrolet Camaro cars.  The collaborative 
investigation ultimately led to charges against the 
following defendants. 

•	 Willie Day, nine counts of Forgery, Fraud on 
a Financial Institution

•	 John Foster, ten counts of Forgery, Fraud on 
Financial Institution, and Perjury

•	 Tamera Hankins, four counts of Forgery
•	 Joshua Raine, 20 counts of Forgery, Perjury, 

Fraud on Financial Institution, and Auto 
Theft

•	 Fifty-four counts of forgery were filed against 
Eric Miller for allegedly adding himself via the 
telephone to credit card accounts as another 
authorized buyer to at least ten different credit 
cards without the card owners’ permission. He 
allegedly would request an emergency card, 
which he would use to withdraw cash to purchase 
electronics.  Thirteen individuals are among his 
victims. 

•	 Danny Anderson was charged with Terroristic 
Mischief (B Felony) and Felony Intimidation for 
allegedly disseminating an envelope containing 
a substance appearing to be a weapon of mass 
destruction, such as Ricin or Anthrax, to an 
employee of Fairbanks Hospital. The envelope 
was opened inside the facility and caused the 
quarantine and medical testing of employees and 
medical staff.  Anderson was also alleged to have 
made a telephone threat to another employee to 
come to the hospital and inflict serious bodily on 
her.  Deputy prosecutors applied the Terroristic 
Mischief statute to this case, as it punishes 
conduct that would cause a reasonable person to 

believe a WMD has been placed or disseminated. 
Additionally, the charge in this case was enhanced 
because the alleged criminal conduct resulted 
in “physician prescribed diagnostic testing” of 
persons who were the victims of this action.

•	 Soraya Van Horn was the owner of an ambulance 
and patient transportation business. She has 
been charged with 36 counts of Forgery, Medicaid 
Fraud, and Theft for allegedly presenting Medicaid 
claims with false codes that ensured she received 
inflated payment for her services.  As a result of 
the alleged scheme, Van Horn received almost 
twice as much in payment for services rendered 
than what was she was owed.  Multiple agencies 
were involved in the investigation and charging, 
including Medicaid fraud investigators; Indiana 
Attorney General’s office; U.S. Office of Inspector 
General, Health and Human Services Department; 
and MCPO. 

White Collar Crime & Corruption
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MCPO’s Community Prosecution Division is committed to being embedded in our neighborhoods.  Deputy 
prosecutors, district coordinators, and support staff work side-by-side with law enforcement at the district level 
as part of an effort to proactively prosecute and mediate community concerns.

•	 In 2013, community prosecutors at IMPD districts, Speedway, Beech Grove, and Lawrence screened more 
than 1,940 slate cases and 1,625 warrant cases.

•	 Community Prosecution staff members participated in 506 community meetings and events in 2013, the 
majority of which occurred on evenings and weekends.  Representatives from the division attended 63 
National Night Out events in August, and participated in all six IMPD community days and the City of 
Lawrence Community Day.

•	 Members of Community Prosecution’s Latino Outreach Services staff participated in 86 meetings or events 
that were geared toward the Marion County Latino community.  The staff also facilitated six Community 
Hispanic Impact Panels at Community Court during 2013.

•	 For the third consecutive year, MCPO received the Corporate Partners Award from Big Brother Big Sisters 
of Central Indiana.  Fifteen MCPO staff members volunteered in the program in 2013.   Staff members were 
encouraged to participate in “Bring Your Little to Work Day,” where Little Brothers and Sisters spent a day at 
the MCPO. 

•	 MCPO held the third annual blood drive in honor of fallen IMPD Officer David S. Moore.  Seventy-five 
units of blood were collected from members of the community, including Prosecutor Curry and MCPO staff 
members.  Officer Moore’s parents, Jo and Spencer Moore, were on hand to greet donors. 

•	 In recognition of Officer Rod Bradway’s lifetime of service to his community, MCPO created the first annual 
Officer Bradway Memorial Canned Food Drive in December.  More than 100 cans of food were donated to 
the Officer David S. Moore Food Pantry in Officer Bradway’s memory.  

Community Prosecution 

Outreach & Engagement

In May 2013, MCPO participated in a community service project with Keep Indianapolis Beautiful,
planting trees along with students at the Lynhurst 7th & 8th Grade Center.
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•	 Prosecutor Curry joined representatives from the John H. Boner Community Center and Binford 
Redevelopment and Growth, Inc. to explain how improved public transit can deter crime and improve 
quality of life.  Prosecutor Curry also shared how strong public transit is necessary in helping victims and 
witnesses travel downtown to appear for cases prosecuted by MCPO.

•	 MCPO’s Relay for Life team raised $8,000 this year for the American Cancer Society during Speedway’s 
Relay for Life in summer 2013. 

•	 MCPO deputy prosecutors served on several of the Department of Public Safety’s efficiency teams created 
by Public Safety Director Troy Riggs, which identified new opportunities for IMPD to strengthen and 
improve its operations.  

•	 MCPO staff members participated in several 
neighborhood cleanups in 2013.  Partners in 
neighborhood cleanups included Keep Indianapolis 
Beautiful, Great Indy Clean Up, Devington 
Community Association, and FEAC’s Summer Youth 
Program, “Clean for Green.”

•	 Community Prosecution staff members served on 
the Public Safety Director’s Graffiti Eradication 
Committee, working with City-County Councillors, 
Keep Indianapolis Beautiful, concerned residents, 
business representatives, and members of law 
enforcement and code enforcement.  The result of 
the committee’s efforts included the development 
of a graffiti ordinance and new citywide plan for 
eradicating graffiti.

•	 Community Prosecution staff members served 
on the Department of Public Safety’s Limited 
English Proficiency Team.  The goal was to develop 
recommendations to ensure that DPS services are 
accessible to people with limited English proficiency. 
Since the team made its recommendations to the 
Director of Public Safety, a coordinator position was 
created for the new DPS Language Services Program.  
MCPO is now part of the Department of Public Safety 
Citizen’s Language Services Advisory Council.

Community Prosecution

Outreach & Engagement

New laws aim to improve quality of life in 
Indianapolis neighborhoods

At a press conference in late June, Prosecutor Curry, 
State Representative Christina Hale, and State 
Representative Justin Moed provided an overview 
of new laws designed to improve the quality of life in 
Indianapolis neighborhoods.  

One new law championed by Rep. Hale and Rep. 
Moed highlighted at the announcement was an 
expansion of the “good Samaritan” laws to enable 
neighbors to care for abandoned properties by 
mowing lawns and painting over graffiti.  

Other new laws included tighter restrictions on the 
sales of catalytic converters and HVAC equipment to 
scrap metal dealers, as well as new requirements on 
cash for gold businesses.
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Community Prosecution

Outreach & Engagement

Community court and community impact panels
•	 Community Court handles quality of life misdemeanor 

crimes that occur in the downtown, east, and southeast 
IMPD districts.  The Court, collaborating with MCPO, 
strives to address these crimes in ways that are 
meaningful to both the community and defendant 
and to hold defendants accountable for their actions.  
Defendants are ordered to perform community service 
as restitution to the community and to address their 
underlying social problems by attending various classes 
or enter treatment.  Creative sanctions for defendants 
include community service, treatment classes that 
provide information on drug and alcohol use, impact 
panels, women’s group for women charged with 
prostitution, and ongoing outpatient groups.  A total of 2,279 
cases were filed into community court in 2013, and 1,526 
cases were resolved. 

•	 MCPO held Community Impact Panels every Tuesday 
morning at Community Court which were facilitated 
by MCPO’s Conflict Resolution Specialist.  Offenders 
who have been charged with quality of life crimes in 
the Downtown, Southeast, and East Districts who are 
eligible to participate attend these panel meetings.  
Panelists consisting of MCPO staff, IMPD officers, and 
community members speak to the offenders about how 
their actions affect the community.  In 2013, MCPO held 
50 Community Impact Panels, with 765 offenders in 
attendance.

MCPO held its third annual Community Justice Academy in October. The Academy was held every Monday evening 
and covered topics ranging from the grand jury process, juvenile crime, and “CSI Indianapolis,” an inside look at how 
deputy prosecutors use forensic science. Approximately 75 members of the community participated in the academy. 

•	 Crime prevention programming offered free of 
charge to neighborhood organizations, faith-
based organizations, and community groups 
is a hallmark of the Community Prosecution 
Division’s mission. 

•	 Ninety-one people attended one of three 
MCPO landlord trainings in 2013.  In the 
day-long session, participants learn how 
to keep their properties safe and free of 
criminal activity.  All locations where the 
sessions were held were donated to MCPO.  

•	 Community Prosecution Division staff 
members conducted 15 Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 
evaluations during the reporting period.  The 
evaluations offer tangible ways for property 
owners to reduce and prevent crime through 
property and ground maintenance.  

•	 Community Prosecution district 
coordinators led five graffiti cleanups, in 
which they painted over 63 graffiti tags 
during these cleanups.  Staff members also 
participated in the city-wide Indy Do Day 
Project in October, and painted over 35 
locations on that day. 
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•	 A team of community prosecutors and 
representatives from the Division’s Adult 
Protective Unit gave 16 presentations to more 
than 300 seniors and their families to protect 
them from fraud and abuse.  

•	 The Senior Sentinels volunteers of APS 
participated in 16 community outreach 
programs and made 13 presentations for 
neighborhood, civic, church and service 
organizations. All together, these volunteers 
interacted directly with over 1,200 citizens of 
Marion County.

•	 In 2013, community prosecutors reviewed 
or investigated an estimated 34,000 adult 
criminal matters and 5,000 juvenile matters. 

In addition, they reported more than 1,600 
public housing assistance recipients who have 
allegedly committed violent crimes, gun crimes, 
or drug crimes, as well as delinquent acts, to 
the Indianapolis Housing Agency and the U.S. 
Department of Housing & Urban Development - 
Office of Inspector General. These referrals may 
result in an individual or household being required 
to undergo rehabilitative services in order to keep 
their housing assistance, terminated from Section 
8 public housing program under the federal 
“One Strike and You’re Out” rule, evicted from 
public housing, banned from a public housing 
community, or prosecuted for welfare fraud or 
other crimes.

•	 MCPO’s Multi-Jurisdictional Offender Strategy 
Team (M.O.S.T.) held six open burglary prevention 
forums in 2013, reaching approximately 500 
citizens.  The team also participated in 53 
neighborhood meetings and community events, 
in which more than 900 people attended.  M.O.S.T 
also distributed more than 200 kits that allow 
individuals to mark and engrave personal property.  

•	 M.O.S.T. continued to coordinate with the City 
Prosecutor’s Office and Department of Code 
Enforcement as part of a comprehensive effort for 
scrap metal enforcement.  M.O.S.T. also created a 
legal notice to scrap metal dealers outlining the 
new state laws regulating scrap metal sales of 
HVAC equipment and catalytic converters.  The 
notice included the logos of IMPD and the City’s 
Office of Corporation Counsel.  

•	 Twenty scrap dealers underwent compliance in 
2013 as a result of M.O.S.T. inspections. Concerns 
cited included poor quality photos of the scrap 
metal sellers, eventual installation of a camera 
system at one facility, and failure to report 
transaction information to LeadsOnline, a law 
enforcement database.

Community Prosecution

Outreach & Engagement
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No easy solutions exist to address the root causes of 
crime.  However, healthy families and healthy children 
are essential to preventing crime and building thriving 
communities.  In 2013, the Curry administration 
continued to focus on keeping kids in school, keeping 
families and children safe, and vigorously prosecuting 
those individuals who perpetuate crimes against 
children.

•	 The Marion County Child Advocacy Center 
strengthened partnerships with local law 
enforcement in 2013, leading to more than 650 
felonies filed in cases involving child physical 
or sexual abuse, neglect, adult sex crimes, and 
sex offender registry failure to register offenses.  
Deputy prosecutors at the CAC reviewed or were 
consulted on more than 1,000 cases. 

•	 In 2013, the CAC’s three child/forensic 
interviewers conducted more than 1,500 interviews 
with children who were victims of child abuse, or 
witnesses of child abuse, neglect, or violent crimes. 

•	 MCPO now chairs the Marion County Child 
Fatality Review Team.  As part of this effort, MCPO 
works with county police agencies, Department 
of Health, Department of Child Services, Marion 
County Coroner’s Office, Riley Hospital Child 
Protection Team physicians, and various child 
abuse prevention agencies to study child deaths 
and to recommend prevention and intervention 
strategies to the State Fatality Review.  

•	 In 2013, MCPO Juvenile Division filed more 
than 3,600 juvenile delinquency cases.  Juvenile 
delinquency cases range in seriousness from 
truancy and curfew violations to murder.  Thirteen 
deputy prosecutors are assigned to the division, 
and one deputy prosecutor is the sole screener for 
all of the juvenile cases filed.  

•	 Six deputy prosecutors assigned to MCPO’s 
Juvenile Division are members of the Juvenile 
Repeat Offender Unit, which prosecutes the most 
serious juvenile offenders in Marion County. In 
2013, 552 cases were assigned to the unit.  Some 
examples of the types of cases assigned to the unit 

(listed by most serious charge from the case):
•	 Burglary (186 cases)
•	 Handgun offenses (107 cases)
•	 Robbery (94 cases)
•	 Sex offense (80 cases)

•	 As part of an overall effort to educate and 
engage parents, teachers, coaches, and faith and 
community leaders about the legal ramifications 
of bullying, MCPO held “End Bullying Now!” 
at Butler University in August.  More than 75 
people participated in sessions featuring State 
Representative Greg Porter, Dr. Brandie Oliver, 
Butler University, David Woodward, Indiana 
Department of Education, and Dr. Dennis Kinder, 
Children’s Resource Group.  The forum was also 
broadcast on the city’s government television station.

•	 MCPO’s highly requested internet safety 
presentation, CyberSafe, reached a key milestone 
in 2013.  More than 10,000 Marion County youth 
have participated in CyberSafe at 77 schools since 
the initiative’s inception in mid-2011.  In fact, 
Raymond Park Intermediate School held the single 
largest presentation in 2013, with approximately 
700 students participating.  

•	 MCPO launched CyberSafe for Parents in the 
summer of 2013, which builds on the student 
presentation by offering parents tools and 
resources to keep their kids safe online.  In the first 
few months, 14 presentations have reached more 
than 150 parents.    

Healthy Families, Healthy Children
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•	 Community prosecutors and district coordinators 
continued to present Educating Kids About Gun 
Violence to Marion County youth.  Conducted 
in conjunction with Eskenazi Health Emergency 
Room physicians, 17 presentations were given to 
nearly 160 youth throughout the year.  

•	 An outgrowth of EKG, Choices Not Chances 
was developed by Community Prosecution 
district coordinators.  The computer-based 
program features an interactive decision tree on 
consequences relating to dating, guns, violence, 
and other issues.  The presentation is formatted so 
teachers can present it directly to students.  

•	 MCPO partnered with the Indiana Fever and 
Reach for Youth at the Indiana Fever Choices for 
Champions Education Program in May. MCPO 
presented “Block Out Bullying” to 2,000 students, 
teachers, and school administrators from Central 
Indiana schools. 

•	 MCPO deputy prosecutors participated in the 
Family and Youth Violence Summit, where deputy 
prosecutors debuted the CyberSafe for Parents 
presentation.  The summit helped teens and the 
adults in their lives understand the impact of 
violence and provided tools to help young people 
make good decisions. 

•	 MCPO participated in a gang awareness workshop 
in March in partnership with the Mayor’s Office 
of Neighborhoods, IMPD, and Department of 
Public Safety.  Approximately 140 citizens were 
on hand to learn how to combat gangs in their 
neighborhoods.

•	 The Marion County Traffic Safety Partnership held 
three child seat safety clinics in 2013 as part of its 
efforts to reduce child injuries and traffic fatalities 
in vehicular accidents.  Technicians inspected 89 
child seats and provided 52 child seats to families 
who met specific income requirements.  

•	 MCPO continued its Failure to Ensure School 
Attendance initiative in 2013.  Charges were 
filed against 61 parents who did not send their 
children to school. As an additional resource to 
address chronic truancy, MCPO launched Parent 
Accountability to Reduce Truancy (PART) Impact 
Panel in June.  PART is modeled after MCPO’s 
Community Impact Panels and is for parents 
who have been charged with Failure to Ensure 
School Attendance. As of early November 2013, 
five impact panels were held, with 26 offenders 
participating.  Community Prosecution staff 
members also coordinated two impact panels as 
part of a diversion program with Butler University.  
A total of 24 students participated in the panels. 

Healthy Families, Healthy Children

Prosecutor Curry and MCPO staff participated in the 3rd Annual 
Warriors on Wheels Bicycle Ride benefiting the 

Officer David S. Moore Foundation in September 2013.
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•	 A dedicated team of professionals – deputy prosecutors, paralegals, support staff, and project managers 
– work in MCPO’s Child Support Division.  They address a range of issues that touch countless families 
in Marion County and ultimately impact the lives of some of our youngest and most vulnerable citizens. 

•	 Total child support collections for 2013 are expected to be approximately $103,100,000.  While less was 
collected than in 2012, it is attributed to case closures and reduction of the age of emancipation from 
age 21 to 19.  In spite of the fact that the gross amount of child support collected in 2013 was less than 
the prior year, child support collection effectively improved because less child support was owed than 
in 2012 due to case closures.  The amount collected by the Child Support Division thus represented an 
increase in the percentage of child support owed that was paid over 2012.

•	 The Child Support Division initiated its own imaging and document management system in 2013, 
which represented the imaging of more than 142,000 pages and the recycling of the paper contents of 
more than 11,000 files.

•	 The Child Support Division worked with the Circuit and Superior Courts to create an additional weekly 
court docket devoted to the establishment of paternity of children born out of wedlock.  It is estimated 
this will result in establishment of paternity of an additional 1,000 children in 2014.

•	 More than a dozen members of the Child Support Division staff were directly involved with the initial 
design phase of developing the new statewide computer system (INVEST) which will take the place 
of the current system (ISETS).  This participation was crucial to ensure that the new system is “user-
friendly” and can successfully handle the high volume needs and requirements of MCPO.  

•	 At the Indiana Child Support State Conference, MCPO’s Genia Hicks received the annual Kudos for 
Inspiration and Dedication (KID) Award.  Hicks has served in the Child Support Division for 16 years 
and is currently the Supervisor of Intake.  

•	 Child Support Assistant Supervisor Mike McGuire was elected to the board of directors of the Eastern 
Regional Child Support Association.  The organization serves the District of Columbia and states east 
of the Mississippi River and holds an annual conference to educate, advance, and improve efforts of 
all governmental agencies in family support.  It also addresses the interstate aspects of child support 
enforcement through program support and policy work, and strengthens communication among all 
child support professionals.

Child Support
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•	 Prosecutor 
Curry advocated 
and received a 
Cost of Living 
Adjustment for 
all MCPO staff, 
the first time 
in four years 
staff members 
received this 
adjustment. 

•	 In 2013, the 
U.S. District 
Court struck 
down Indiana’s 
immigration 
law.  Prosecutor Curry was the only prosecutor in 
Indiana to sign the Indiana Compact in opposition 
to the law when it was before the General 
Assembly in 2011. 

•	 MCPO established a new protocol in January 
for receiving citizen complaints from hearing 
impaired individuals.  The protocol uses existing 
community and government resources to 
accommodate these individuals without any 
additional expenditure. 

•	 Tom Gancarz joined MCPO as supervisor of the 
Grand Jury division investigators.  He has 25 years 
of experience with the FBI, including serving 
as Assistant Special Agent in Charge of the 
Indianapolis FBI office from 2007 through 2011. 

•	 MCPO’s IT Department upgraded equipment in 
2013, allowing for more detailed results that have 
translated to the courtroom.  In one murder case 
where two surveillance cameras recorded the 
shooting of the victim, IT specialists were able to 
utilize the new equipment to match up audio from 
one of the cameras to the video of the murder, 
which played a significant role in securing a 
conviction.  

•	 MCPO 
continued to make 
strides in reducing 
administrative 
waste.  By utilizing 
the features of the 
networked copiers 
throughout the 
office, MCPO 
removed four laser 
printers and five 
fax machines.  This 
action resulted in a 
reduction of 14,000 
printed pages from 
2012 to 2013.  

•	 In January 2013, MCPO created the Senior 
Associate Program, in which D-felony prosecutors 
are assigned as lead counsel or second chair in 
major felony cases.  This initiative gives D-felony 
prosecutors a confidence building step between 
“D-felony” and “Major Felony” Prosecutor 
designations.  Senior Associates have the 
opportunity to achieve more hands on, practical 
experience prior to earning a full-time Major 
Felony assignment.

Internal Administration

Prosecutor Curry advocated for a solution to the 
public safety funding crisis in an open letter to 
Mayor Greg Ballard and to the public.  In the 
MCPO September e-newsletter, he shared the 
following message:

Our office, like all other city and county agencies, 
continues to seek efficiencies that will save 
taxpayer dollars. However, as I recently shared, 
if we are to continue to flourish as a world-class 
city, we must find the means to adequately fund 
public safety. Our public safety agencies are 
undeniably underfunded, and our police and fire 
departments are critically understaffed.

Prosecutor Curry and MCPO staff are joined by local community 
leaders and public safety personnel each month at locally owned 

businesses for the office’s Community Outreach Lunches.
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•	 Several MCPO deputy prosecutors and staff 
members were recognized for their service in 
2013, including: 

•	 Cheryl Maman and Christina Bellardo, 
domestic violence deputy prosecutors, received 
Baker One awards at The Julian Center 
Judge’s Luncheon.   These awards recognize 
law enforcement officers or prosecutors 
who demonstrate exemplary efforts in the 
apprehension, investigation, or prosecution in a 
high-risk domestic violence situation.  

•	 MCPO intern Lauren Parmley was recognized 
as volunteer of the year by the Indiana Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence.  Each year ICADV 
honors people throughout the state who are 
outstanding in their work to help victims of 
domestic violence. 

•	 Deputy Prosecutor Eric Schmadeke was one 
of only 14 young attorneys statewide named 
as “Up and Coming Lawyers” by the Indiana 
Lawyer.

•	 Kristina Korobov received the 2013 Visionary 
Voice Award from the Indiana Coalition Against 
Sexual Assault for her work to end sexual 
violence.  

•	 Lisa Bragg received the 2013 Community 
Service Award from Drug Free Marion County 
for her leadership in the aggressive approach to 
combat synthetic drugs. 

•	 MCPO was recognized in 2013 for supporting 
Capt. Ben Strahm, a deputy prosecutor who 
was deployed with the Indiana National Guard 
to Kuwait. Prosecutor Curry, Chief Deputy 
Prosecutor David Rimstidt, and STRIKE Team 
supervisors Claire South and Andrea Props were 
presented with certificates of recognition by the 
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve for 
ensuring that the Guardsman’s responsibilities 
were covered during his deployment and for 
providing a smooth transition back to civilian 
employment. MCPO is proud to employ and 
support four members of the Indiana National 
Guard or Reserves. 

Internal Administration

Burglary and property crime prevention: 
Protecting your home and vehicle from crime.

Power Against Fraud presentation for 
seniors: Elder fraud and scam prevention for 
seniors.

Project CyberSafe: Educating children and 
parents about the dangers of online behavior 
and legal consequences of cyberbullying.

Choices Not Chances: Teaching youth the 
consequences of choices through scenarios 
involving gangs, bullying, and dating 
violence. Educators and parents can also 
access the presentation and scripts online at 
www.indy.gov/MCPO to use with classes or 
their family.

Gang education: Recognizing gang activity 
and what to do to keep children out of gangs.

Free crime
prevention programs 

Offered by the 
Marion County Prosecutor’s 

Community Prosecution Division

Schedule a presentation at:
(317) 327-3522 or MCPO@indy.gov

Other Services
Child Support Enforcement: 
For assistance in the establishment, 
enforcement and modification of court ordered 
child support, please call (317) 327-1800.

Adult Protective Services Hotline: Report 
endangered adults to (877) 284-0063.
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