CITY-COUNTY GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 44, 2026
Proposal No. 192, 2026

PROPOSAL FOR A GENERAL ORDINANCE to revise certain provisions of Chapter 121 of the Revised
Code of the Consolidated City and County to amend the county’s excise and wheel taxes and to add a new
Division 12 entitled State and Local Road Funding.

WHEREAS, the Council understands that addressing the consolidated city’s infrastructure backlog is a
top concern for residents of the city and a basic government service and responsibility; and

WHEREAS, Indiana Code (IC) 8-23-30-2(j), as amended by PL 147-2026, provides the consolidated
city with the opportunity to receive $50 million starting calendar year 2027 from the State of Indiana to repair
and rehabilitate roads throughout the county; and

WHEREAS, to receive the $50 million the consolidated city must provide, annually, a local match
consisting solely from a new revenue source, and such match must grow annually through 2031; and

WHEREAS, if in any year the consolidated city is unable to provide the required match, the city
becomes ineligible to receive the $50 million in all subsequent years; and

WHEREAS, the consolidated city must notify the state comptroller not later than December 315t of the
calendar year prior to a transfer if the consolidated city is able to provide the match required; and

WHEREAS, given budget constraints and limits on revenue growth, the consolidated city must evaluate
all available options to maximize state funding in order to meet critical infrastructure needs and secure the
state’s investment; and

WHEREAS, IC 6-3.5-4 (surtax) and IC 6-3.5-5 (wheel tax) authorize the consolidated city to levy fees
on vehicles registered in Marion County; and

WHEREAS, those fees that must be used to fund transportation and infrastructure projects and such
fees have not been adjusted since 1992; and

WHEREAS, the Council seeks to address the consolidated city’s infrastructure backlog and appreciates
the State’s partnership in this effort; now, therefore

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY-COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF INDIANAPOLIS AND OF MARION COUNTY, INDIANA:

SECTION 1. The Revised Code of the Consolidated City and County is hereby amended by adding the
sections that are underlined and deleting the sections that have been stricken-through to read as follows:

Sec. 121-501. Excise surtax

All passenger cars, trucks of less than eleven thousand (11,000) pounds gross vehicle weight,
and motorcycles, and any other vehicles designated in IC 6-6-5-2 and registered in the county that
are now subject to an excise tax (|n Ileu of a property tax) shaII also be subject to an annual excise
surtax of ten v , :

doIIars ($100.00).

Sec. 121-502 Wheel tax

(a) All of the following six (6) classes of motor vehicles registered in the county, and any others
designated in IC 6-3.5-5-3, shall be subject to an annual wheel tax as-seteutin-the-following
schedule of two hundred and forty dollars ($240), to be paid with the registration of such motor
vehicles
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Motor Vehicle Annual

Classification Wheel Tax

(1) Buses $40.00 $240

(2) Recreational vehicles 20.00 $240

(3) Semitrailers 40.00- $240

(4) Tractors 30.00- $240

(5) Trailers 40.00- $240

(6) Trucks 40.00 $240

(b) As provided by IC 6-3.5-5-4, the following motor vehicles are exempt from the annual wheel tax:
(1) Vehicles owned by the state, a state agency or a political subdivision;
(2) Buses owned and operated by a religious or nonprofit youth organization and used to haul
persons to religious services or for the benefit of their members;
(3) Vehicles subject to the annual excise surtax.

Sec. 121-503. Distribution of tax revenue
All of the excise surtax and wheel tax collected on motor vehicles registered in the county shall
be distributed as provided in IC 6-3.5-5-14 and IC 6-3.5-4-12 and shall be used only to construct,

reconstruct or repair curbs, sidewalks, streets and roads under its jurisdiction.

Sec. 121-505. Estimates of Revenue and Reporting

(@) On or before October 1 of each year, the Marion County Auditor shall provide the council with
an estimate of the surtax revenue, as required by IC 6-3.5-4-14(a) and an estimate of the wheel
tax revenue, as required by IC 6-3.5-5-16(a), to be received by the county during the next

calendar year.

(b) The Council shall be entitled to receive copies of all notifications, reports, or other information
required to be submitted to the state comptroller or to any other state or local entity pursuant to
IC 8-23-30-2. Such copies shall be delivered to the Council at the same time they are submitted
to the state.

SECTION 2. The expressed or implied repeal or amendment by this ordinance of any other ordinance or
part of any other ordinance does not affect any rights or liabilities accrued, penalties incurred, or
proceedings begun prior to the effective date of this ordinance. Those rights, liabilities, and proceedings
are continued, and penalties shall be imposed and enforced under the repealed or amended ordinance as
if this ordinance had not been adopted.

SECTION 3. Should any provision (section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or any other portion) of this
ordinance be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid for any reason, the remaining
provision or provisions shall not be affected, if and only if such remaining provisions can, without the invalid
provision or provisions, be given the effect intended by the Council in adopting this ordinance. To this end
the provisions of this ordinance are severable.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall be in effect from and after its passage by the Council and compliance
with Ind. Code § 36-3-4-14.
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The foregoing was passed by the City-County Council this 6th day of July, 2026, at 9:51 p.m.

ATTEST:

Maggia A ewis /S
President, City-County Council

Yulonda Winfield =
Clerk, City-County Council

Presented by me to the Mayor this 7th day of July, 2026

Yulonda Winfield L
Clerk, City-County Council

Vetoed by the Mayor this 16" day of July, 2026.

No Signature
Joseph H. Hogsett, Mayor

Full Council override and adoption this 10th day of August, 2026

Ao St

Yulonda Winfield
Clerk, City-County Council

STATE OF INDIANA, MARION COUNTY)
) SS:
CITY OF INDIANAPOLIS )

[, Yulonda Winfield, Clerk of the City-County Council, Indianapolis, Marion County, Indiana, do hereby certify
the above and foregoing is a full, true, and complete copy of Proposal No. 192, 2026, a Proposal for a
GENERAL ORDINANCE passed by the City-County Council on the 6th day of July, 2026, by a vote of 14
YEAS and 10 NAYS, and was retitled General Ordinance No. 44, 2026. The proposal was vetoed by Mayor
Joseph H. Hogsett on the 16™ day of July, 2026, and was placed under Special Orders — Unfinished
Business on the agenda of the regular meeting of the full City-County Council on the 10t day of August,
2026, per Sec. 151-78 of the Revised Code. The mayoral veto was subsequently overridden by a two-
thirds majority vote of the Council body of 17 YEAS and 7 NAYS, and now remains on file and on record in
my office.

WITNESS my hand and the official seal of the City of Indianapolis, Indiana, this 11" day of August, 2026.

Yulonda Winfield v
Clerk, City-County Council

(SEAL)
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indianapolis City - County Council

Proposal: PROP-26 192

2020-2023
2024-2027

7/6/2026 9:51 PM

Ordinance: G.0. 44

Sponsor: NIELSEN, LEWIS, EVANS, JONES, BARTH, BOCTS, GRAVES

Action: Adopt
Committee: Rules

Yea: 14 Nay: 10
Yea - 14
Allen Evans
Barth Graves
Brown-A Jones
Brown-J Lewis
Nay - 10
Annee Delaney
Bain Dilk
Cahill Gibson
Abstain - 0
Excused - 1
Boots
Excused - 0

Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0

McCormick
Nielsen
Osili

Hart
Mascari
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(PASSED)

RCS# 1248

Excused: 1

Perkins
Roberts
Robinson

Mowery
Wells
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Est. 1821

July 16, 2026
Dear City-County Council,

When this body introduced its proposal to raise the Vehicle Excise Surtax and Wheel Tax, 1
made clear that T do not support this measure, as it adds to the increased financial burdens
facing Indianapolis residents today. Throughout this conversation, one reality has been
impossible to ignore: many households are already stretched to their limits. That is why I
have decided to veto Proposal 192.

Families across our city are making difficult financial choices every day. Just this past
weekend, parents at back-to-school resource fairs told me they’re unsure if they can afford
their children’s school supplies. Over the course of the last month, my office has heard from
older adults on fixed incomes who say this increase is simply not doable. When neighbors tell
me rising costs are forcing hard decisions, it is my responsibility to listen.

Let me be clear: this administration will meet the State’s match. Meeting this moment has
never been an afterthought. Over my tenure as Mayor, our infrastructure budget has more
than tripled. That growth didn’t happen by chance—it reflects a deliberate, sustained
commitment to investing in our neighborhoods.

Our commitment to meet the State’s match has been in development since we first advocated
for this increased funding at the Statehouse. It has been shared with our City-County Council,
and we will continue to communicate it transparently throughout the Budget process.

1 remain steadfast in pursuing solutions that not only strengthen our infrastructure and city
services but take into account the wellbeing of our neighbors.

Sincerely,
A St~
Joe Hogsett
Mayor
City of Indianapolis
*
THE CITY oOF
INDIANAPOLIS
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Indianapolis City - County Council RCS# 1263
2020-2023
2024-2027
8/10/2026 8:28 PM
Proposal: PROP-26 192 Ordinance: G.O. 44  (PASSED)
Sponsor: NIELSEN, LEWIS, JONES, BARTH, GRAVES, ALLEN
Action: OverideVET
Committee: Rules
Yea: 17 Nay: 7 Abstain: 0 Not Voting: 0 Excused: 0
Yea - 17
Allen Delaney Lewis Osili
Barth Evans Mascari Perkins
Boots Graves McCormick Roberts
Brown-A Jones Nielsen Robinson
Brown-J
Nay - 7
Annee Dilk Hart Welis
Cahill Gibson Mowery
Abstain - 0
Not Voting - 0
Excused - 0
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